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SENIOR ACTIVIST BATTLES OWN EVICTION: 


THE WORLD OF DARCY LEE: 


Jose Morales and the 
Fight for Affordable Housing 


By Jeff Lester 

One of the first things Jose L. Morales will do 
when you enter his apartment is show you his 
furnace. “See this? This is the same furnace from 
when I moved in—1965.” The apartment is clean 
and spare, but the wallpaper is clearly from a dif¬ 
ferent century, patterns of leaves faded almost to 
invisibility. The stove 
only has three burners 
working. When the re¬ 
frigerator broke, the land¬ 
lord claimed to have no 
record of purchasing it in 
the first place, and Mo¬ 
rales had to buy a re¬ 
placement himself. “I pay 
Sears ten dollars every 
month for it,” he says and 
motions you to his back 
porch, pointing to the bat¬ 
tered American brand 
water heater removed on¬ 
ly a week prior. “The wa¬ 
ter heater is approxi¬ 
mately 30 years old. It 
died about a year ago but 
they fixed it, and then, 
about one month ago, it 
flooded the back porch. I panicked and called the 
fire department. The firemen came in five min¬ 
utes, they were wonderful. I had to complain to 
get a new water heater. The men who installed 
it last week also fixed my showerhead, which had 
been so filled with rust, hardly any water came 
out. They also fixed the toilet and the sink, final¬ 
ly.” Morales looks over at his bathroom, the 
shower blocked off from the toilet by strips of ply¬ 
wood. “I’m really grateful now that I have better 
plumbing, especially the water heater.” 

A gaunt man of nearly eighty with lively blue 
eyes, a full head of handsome white hair, and a 


strong Peruvian accent. Morales has been an ac¬ 
tivist for over a decade. “I started with the San 
Francisco Tenant’s Union; then joined Senior Ac¬ 
tion Network, I think, twelve years ago. In 1994, 
when I joined the San Francisco Tenant’s Union, 
two to four unit buildings were being wiped out 
by owner move-in evictions. Thank goodness 
Proposition I passed, and gave us equal protec¬ 
tion as the tenants in 
larger buildings.” His 
hands move on the bro¬ 
ken zipper of his jacket as 
he talks. He has been 
fighting his own eviction 
for more than five years. 
After the landlord bought 
the property in 1994, “he 
rented the downstairs 
unit to three different 
families. Then he came 
back in 2002 with plans 
to convert the bottom 
unit to a two-car garage 
with storage, change my 
apartment, and build a 
new top-floor unit that 
would be a luxury apart¬ 
ment. When he notified 
me of this, he had to in¬ 
clude the permit he had received and the plans 
he was using. For months, I couldn’t figure out 
what he was actually doing. He called it a hori¬ 
zontal and vertical alteration of a duplex. 

“I had two friends, a contractor and an archi¬ 
tect, look at the plans and at my apartment. My 
friend the architect stood here in this kitchen 
with the plans. He realized the landlord wanted 
to expand the building out into the street and 
back into the yard, while adding another floor, 
reinforcing the foundation, never mind the 
pipes...it would have required him to destroy 

continued on page 19 



Senior activist Jose Morales’ battle to keep his low-income 
housing has lasted more than half a decade. 


ACTIVISTA DE MAYOR DE EDAD PELEA SU MISMO EVICCIÓN: 

José Morales y su lucha para 
Viviendas Razonables 


Por Jeff Lester 

Una de las primeras cosas que José L. Morales 
hace cuando usted entra a su apartamento, es mos¬ 
trarte su horno. ¿”Ve esto? Este es el mismo horno 
de cuando me traslade a este apartamento—1965.” 
El apartamento es limpio y sobrante, pero el papel de 
pared es claramente de un siglo diferente, las pautas 
de hojas se han desteñido y han quedado casi invisi¬ 
bles. La estufa sólo tiene tres quemadores que traba¬ 
jan. Cuándo la refrigerador se rompió, el propietario 
insistió que no tenia el registro de haberlo comprado, 
y a Morales le toco comprar un reemplazo, él mismo. 
“Pago a Sears diez dólares cada mes para ello”, él 
dice y señala a su patio atrás, el calentador golpeado 
de agua de marca americano, que se cambio la se¬ 
mana previa. “El calentador tiene aproximadamente 
30 años. Se dañó hace un año, pero ellos lo arregla¬ 


ron, y entonces, hace un mes, inundó el patio atrás. 
Yo me asusté y llamé al cuerpo de bomberos. Los 
bomberos llegaron en cinco minutos, y fueron mara¬ 
villosos. Tuve que reclamar conseguir un nuevo ca¬ 
lentador. Los hombres que lo instalaron la semana 
pasada también arreglaron a mi instalación de agua 
de la ducha, que estaba tan lleno de oxidación, casi 
no salía agua. También arreglaron el inodoro y el lava 
manos, por fin”. Morales mira al baño, donde la du¬ 
cha esta bloqueada del inodoro por tiras de contra¬ 
chapado. “Estoy realmente agradecido ahora que 
tengo mejor tubería, especialmente el calentador.” 

Un hombre demacrado de casi ochenta años, con 
ojos azules vivos, una cabeza repleta de canas gua¬ 
pas, y de un fuerte acento peruano. Morales ha sido 
un activista más que una década. “Empecé con la 
Unión de Arrendatario de San Francisco; entonces 

continua a pagina 8 


Merchant’s Association 
President Looks to the Future 

By Jeff Lester 

“Karma.” Darcy Lee says. A 
lithe woman with tousled hair 
and elegant eyeglasses, she sits 
on the back stairs overlooking 
the yard behind Heartfelt, her 
Cortland store, and nods. 

“That’s the only word you 
should use to describe it: kar¬ 
ma. I had been the worst—eas¬ 
ily and by far!—the worst mem¬ 
ber of the Cortland Merchant’s 
Association. Really, ask any¬ 
one. I would show up late for 
meetings, stick around only 
long enough to vote, dash back 
out.... So the fact that I’m now 
the President of the Merchant’s Association, trying to run meet¬ 
ings...” She nods once, then laughs giddily and claps her hands on 
her lap. “Yeah. Karma.” 

It’s early afternoon, before the Fourth of July. The yard, like 
Lee’s store is lovely, personable, and distinctive, and Lee scans the 
yard with an artist’s apprising eye while she speaks. “So while 

I’d love to have more participa¬ 
tion, I know how busy everyone 
is—^believe me, I know—^but it’s 
hard.” She pauses for a moment 
and thinks. “Our biggest com- 
plainers about crime don’t join the 
association. Isn’t that funny?” 

Asked why the self-professed 
“worst member” would become 
the Association President, Lee 
gives an answer unsurprising to 
those familiar with the Cortland business community. “It was be¬ 
cause of David. David Ayoob.” Lee adds candidly, “I really did it 
because I knew David didn’t want to do it again. If no one had 
stepped forward, of course he would have because that’s the way 
he was. But yeah, I did it because of David. The day I was elected, 
I grabbed his hand and looked into his eyes, and I made him prom¬ 
ise that he would attend every single meeting. He died three days 
later.” After a second, she adds, “But I like to think he’s kept his 
promise. I think I’ve felt him there at our meetings.” 

“I don’t think he was thrilled when I made President,” she says, 
rocking back and refolding her legs. “I think he was...pleased. 
You know, happy he wasn’t going to have to do it again, but I 
doubt I was his first choice.” When asked who that might have 
been, Lee cocks her head to one side and thinks. “Probably Mark 
Tetrault, my co-President. He’s fantastic. I’d be absolutely help- 

continued on page 19 


The yard, like 
Lee’s store is 
lovely, personable, 
and distinctive. 
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LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 


Wow, the response we’ve received to the June/July issue of 
the New Bernal Journal has been fantastic! Not only am I im¬ 
pressed by how many people read the NBJ, and not just in Ber¬ 
nal Heights, but I’m encouraged by how engaged people are 
with the content—all the issues and programs. Beyond the by¬ 
lines, I hope all you NBJ readers caught the editorial irony of 
the two lead articles advocating for affordable housing while 
the back-page ad peddled two homes selling for $800,000 and 
more. Then, look back at the masthead where BHNC’s mission 
statement clearly articulates our purpose to preserve and en¬ 
hance our community’s diversity—we 
all know that the potential for diversity 
starts with being able to afford to live in 
the community. So, as property values 
continue to escalate, we have to be cre¬ 
ating more affordable housing. Other¬ 
wise we lose diversity, the one quality 
everyone I speak with values about Ber¬ 
nal Heights and our neighboring com¬ 
munities. 

Although we have received tremen¬ 
dous support for the last issue of the 
NBJ, we on the editorial team recognize 
that many of the issues we publish are 
complex, challenging, and provocative. 

We all feel strongly that the NBJ can be a forum for dialog on 
these issues, so you’ll see that this issue kicks off our “Letters” 
section with a call for letters. In the meantime, I want to call out 
a big thanks to Tim Redmond, Bernal resident and Executive 
Editor for the San Francisco Bay Guardian who ran a shortened 
version of our Editorial about the development issues at the old 
Kelly Moore site, giving this issue a City-wide audience prior to 
the Board of Supervisors hearing scheduled to take place July 
17. (There is no news about the hearing in this issue, because 
the hearing was too late for this issue’s press deadline). 

With this issue, we’ve focused in on some of the people who 
make Bernal Heights a diverse and vibrant community. We 
have amazing residents and merchants who dedicate so much 
time and personal energy to make this community what it is. 
There is not one organization or person or group of people who 
can impact the lives of the more than 25,000 people in our com¬ 
munity, so we strive to highlight those individuals who make a 
difference every day. We will continue to include profiles as a 
regular NBJ feature in future issues as well. 

These past six months have been intense at BHNC as we 
have completed our new Strategic Plan, continue to work on our 
Membership Drive, and raise money to support all the work we 
do. Just as we cannot build a strong community alone, we can¬ 
not build a strong Neighborhood Center alone. In fact, let’s roll 
the credits and give you an idea of all the terrific people in¬ 
volved in the work we do! 

For our Strategic Plan, our consultant team of Emily Gold- 
farb and Margi Clark, along with our Board of Directors under 
Johanna Silva’s superb leadership and our staffs Management 
Team, put in a considerable amount of time, thought, and cre¬ 
ativity, into bringing BHNC into a new era. Our Membership 
Drive is on track for meeting our goal of 1,200 members, and 
special thanks go out to the City-wide collaboration called 


Neighborhood Centers Together, which created a grant pro¬ 
gram through which BHNC received $12,000 to support the up¬ 
grading of our database. We were then fortunate to be able to 
leverage that grant with a huge award from the Taproot Foun¬ 
dation to start providing $30,000 worth of technical assistance 
to that project. With a properly designed new database, we will 
be able to communicate with all our members, volunteers, other 
donors, and clients in a much more effective way. Also, a tre¬ 
mendous boost to our communications comes from the redesign 
of our web site by Bernal residents Jessica Grossman and Kevin 
Kitchingham (who is also BHNC staff), 
and John Girard and his crew at Click- 
ability (which includes Jessica). Click- 
ability awarded BHNC its “Non-Profit 
of the Year” award which includes free 
web hosting and design services! 

Fundraising happens on so many dif¬ 
ferent levels. Since we’re into our sum¬ 
mer programming for youth as I write 
this letter, I want to thank first the Ber¬ 
nal Parents group (and leader Amalia 
Freedman) for their donation of just 
over $700 to our youth programs made 
possible by the proceeds from their first- 
ever event at the Bernal Recreation 
Center. This donation made such a huge impact on our ability 
to have summer programs for our youth! We also have two oth¬ 
er new major funders for our youth programs: Citibank made 
its first ever award to support our Youth Employment Services 
(YES) job development program, and the California Wellness 
Foundation awarded a major three-year grant to our Youth Vio¬ 
lence Prevention programs. These awards will create stability 
for these programs we have not had for many years. For our Se¬ 
nior programs, we just received a tremendous grant award from 
the CPMC Foundation which continues to provide huge support 
for our Neighborhood Elders Support Team program of serving 
frail, homebound seniors. 

Just over 55% of BHNC’s funding comes from government 
sources, and our Supervisor and Bernal resident, Tom Ammia- 
no, has long been our champion on that front for the work we do 
here at BHNC. Tom’s efforts and the work of his staff, Angela 
Calvillo and Zach Tuller, have been tremendous for many years 
and deserve all our appreciation. Many thanks also to Mayor 
Newsom, Director of the Department of Aging and Adult Ser¬ 
vices, Anne Hinton, and Director of the Department of Children 
Youth and Families, Margaret Brodkin. Thanks as well to Su¬ 
pervisor Sandoval for continuing to support our work in the Ex¬ 
celsior. 

When the fog rolls in, you can almost smell Fiesta coming! I 
encourage all of you to sign up as volunteers for this event—it 
takes a tremendous amount of volunteer hours to pull off. 
Please contact Katie Waddell (kwaddell@bhnc.org) to sign up. 
Even before Fiesta happens, I look forward to seeing all of you 
at the biggest flea market in San Francisco, our very own Hill¬ 
wide Garage Sale. In the meantime, have a great summer, and 
happy reading! 

—Joseph Smooke 

Executive Director, Bernal Heights Neighborhood Center 


Many of the issues we 
publish are complex, 
challenging, and provocative. 
We all feel strongly that the 
NBJ can be a forum for dialog 
on these issues. 
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BHNC PROGRAMS 


YOUTH 


Jackson Says YES to Youth Training 


By Frederique Clermont 

Tyrell Jackson is the new Youth Em¬ 
ployment Services Program’s (YES) Job 
Developer for the Bernal Heights Neigh¬ 
borhood Center (BHNC). The YES pro¬ 
gram is designed to provide youth be¬ 
tween the ages of 16-24 years old with the 
skills needed to enter the competitive San 
Francisco Workforce. The YES program 
prepares youth for employment by pro¬ 
viding services consisting of soft-skills 
and job readiness training: resume and 
cover letter preparation; mock interviews; 
job search techniques; and intensive case 
management. At the completion of the 
training, the youth will then be deemed 
ready to enter the workforce and leave 
the program with an employment portfo¬ 
lio consisting of a master application, re¬ 
sume, cover letter, and a list of profes¬ 
sional references. At that time, the candi¬ 
date will receive job placement assistance 
matching their area of interest and skill 
level with the proper employer. 

Mr. Jackson brings to BHNC over 


eight years of experience working in the 
non-profit sector with disenfranchised 
youth here in the Bay Area. His past 
work experience includes several years of 
work on behalf of children in San Francis¬ 
co’s Dependency Court system, and six 
years experience providing vocational 
and academic services to students transi¬ 
tioning into Health Care Programs at 
Bay Area Community Colleges and four- 
year Universities. During the last decade, 
Mr. Jackson has provided job placement 
services to hundreds of clients in the San 
Francisco Bay Area, playing a key role in 
motivation and support. 

Throughout his years of service in the 
nonprofit sector, Mr. Jackson continues 
to be a strong advocate for youth from dis¬ 
advantaged urban communities. “Being 
an adult who was born and raised in San 
Francisco’s Hunter Point community, I 
am fully aware of the many obstacles and 
traps of our youth can fall prey to. I be¬ 
lieve that my work at the BHNC as the 
YES Program Job Developer will allow 
me to continue my work of providing a 
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YEP Award Winners 2007 

Congratulations to the winners of the David Bernard Memorial Youth Educa¬ 
tion Program award 2007: Solomon J. Webster, Antonio Jones, Brittany Rhynen 
Jones, Gabriela Ramirez, and Tuline Kinaci. 


helping hand to young adults, allowing 
them to position themselves through 
meaningful employment opportunities 
and to dispel the negative images and ste¬ 
reotypes promoted by society of urban 
youth. It is my hope I can foster in the 
youth I work with the values and morals 
that will allow them to become role mod¬ 
els for their peers in the community—in 


effect, creating a renaissance effect in the 
Southeastern sector of San Francisco which 
will build a work ethic viewed as the norm 
for our youth rather than a rarity.” ■ 


If you would like to get involved with the 
YES Program or have any questions 
please contact Tyrell Jackson at 415-206- 
2140 or email tjackson@bhnc.org. 
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BHNC PROGRAMS 


SENIORS 


Seniors with a Voice... 

600,000 Californians are qualified to receive supplemental food, 
so why are less than 10% getting it? 



By Roland Soriano 

On June 20 2007, twenty-six seniors 
from the Bernal Heights Neighborhood 
Center and four staff members met with 
a high level staffer from Senator Dianne 
Feinstein’s office in San Francisco to ad¬ 
vocate saving the Commodity Supple¬ 
mental Food Program, otherwise known 
as the Food Box Program. The BHNC is 
one of over 60 community sites through¬ 
out the city that distributes these “food 
boxes” on a monthly basis to low income 
seniors and a small number of mothers 


with young children. This program pro¬ 
vides an assortment of staples such as 
rice, pasta, powdered milk juices and 
cheese to over 9,500 San Francisco low 
income seniors on a monthly basis and is 
a risk of being completely eliminated by 
the federal government. 

This food program is very cost effective 
for the government as each food box costs 
just $16 with a retail value of $50. The 
Food Boxes are then distributed through 
Food Bank’s throughout the country to lo¬ 
cal community centers and housing sites 


such as the BHNC. The Federal Govern¬ 
ment says that the program is duplicative 
as low income seniors can get food stamps. 
There are a variety of issues with access¬ 
ing the food stamp program such as: food 
stamps are now dispersed as ATM cards 
which can be challenging for seniors to 
use, seniors who receive SSI (Supplemen¬ 
tal Security Income) are not eligible for 
food stamps (37% of all SF seniors receive 
SSI) and the application and eligibility 
process for food stamps can be onerous. 
Clearly low-income seniors need access to 
several food options including Food 
Stamps, Brown Bag and Food Pantry Pro¬ 
grams, Congregate Meals at senior cen¬ 
ters and off course the Food Box. 

Senator Feinstein is on the Agriculture 
Appropriations Committee that oversees 
the budgeting of the food program under 
the Farm Bill. The Food Program costs 
the Federal Government $108 Million dol¬ 
lars providing Food Boxes to 500,000 se¬ 
niors nation-wide. Ironically, 600,000 Cal¬ 
ifornians are qualified to receive the food 
box, but only 50,000 currently receive it 
because of budget restrictions. 

The seniors made an impassioned 
plea for Senator Feinstein to keep the 
Commodity Supplemental Food Program 


in the 2007 Farm Bill and to expand the 
program to $157 million. Senator Fein¬ 
stein has supported the Food Program in 
the past and is likely to support it again. 
The real question is if Senator Feinstein 
is willing to expand the program beyond 
last years funding level. This is crucial as 
the Food Box Program was frozen in this 
year’s budget cycle thus no additional se¬ 
niors have been able to be served by this 
program. The seniors left Feinstein’s of¬ 
fice with a sense that the Senator will 
help keep the Commodity Supplemental 
Food Program but expanding it was still 
an unknown. 

If you would like to support the seniors 
keep the food program, you can do your 
part by calling Senator Feinstein’s office 
at 415-393-0707. You can also call Con¬ 
gresswoman Barbara Boxer at 415-403- 
0100. Let them know that our seniors in 
San Francisco and throughout the coun¬ 
try that they need their food boxes. We 
have worked closely with the staff of the 
San Francisco Food Bank on this issue 
and look forward to moving this forward 
to a successful conclusion for the benefit of 
our seniors. By advocating for the food 
boxes, the BHNC seniors raised their voic¬ 
es and felt their collective power. ■ 


James Maxwell, Realtor® 


Bernal Heights Homeowner, San Francisco Specialist 

Put experience and expertise to work for you. 

Expert representation requires a strong negotiator. 
With James on your side, you will have the best 
agent in the room. 

Call or email today! 

415.338.0155 
james@owninsf.com 



www.owninsf.com 


COLDUieiX 

BANKGRB 


RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 









The 


Team 




ij Jr , L. 


DANigORQ 


Your Bernal Heights 
Residential Sales 
Specialists Since 1983 




















August/September 2007 


New Bernal Journal 5 


BHNC PROGRAMS 


HOUSING 

Affordable Housing Groundbreaking 
Set for September 


By Kevin Kitchingham and 
Shannon Dodge 

Bernal Heights Neighborhood Center 
is proud to have completed fourteen af¬ 
fordable housing developments since 
1982. These buildings are home to over 
500 low-income adults, seniors, and chil¬ 
dren, and, at many, supportive services 
are available for residents with special 
needs. BHNC’s dedicated housing staff 
works long hours to develop new afford¬ 
able housing, and also to maintain the 
quality of our existing buildings and the 
services provided there. 

The majority of our affordable housing 
sites are located in Bernal Heights. But 
with the scarcity and cost of land, we be¬ 
gan in the 1990’s to also acquire and build 
housing elsewhere in San Francisco, since 
the need for affordable housing tran¬ 
scends our neighborhood’s borders. BHNC 
now has two new housing developments 
planned, as well as a facelift for a family 
housing complex built over a decade ago.... 
read on for the details! 

New Housing for Homeless 
Adults Breaking Ground this 
September! 

Exciting milestones are fast approach¬ 
ing for the 275 10th Street Supportive 
Housing Project, the one hundred and 
thirty-five studios planned as permanent 
housing for homeless adults at 10th and 
Folsom in SOMA. BHNC is acting as de¬ 
veloper on a consultant basis to Episcopal 
Community Services of San Francisco, an 
organization with deep roots in the South 
of Market neighborhood. Since 2004, 
BHNC’s housing staff have put countless 
hours into getting this project financed 
and permitted. 

These efforts aimed at housing those 
most in need will culminate in a ground¬ 
breaking ceremony scheduled to take 
place on September 20 2007 at an exact 
time to be announced. BHNC is extremely 
proud to be able to contribute this key 
piece in the fight to end homelessness. 
Moreover, this will be a green building us¬ 
ing the Leadership in Energy and Envi¬ 
ronmental Design (LEED) for Homes pilot 
program, one of the first such buildings in 
the country. Residents of 275 10th Street 
Supportive Housing will be provided with 


the highest standards in environmental 
design and construction quality. 

It takes a complex package of funds to 
get a project like this built—a combina¬ 
tion of local funds, federal and state tax 
credits, state dollars from a voter-ap¬ 
proved housing bond, and also private 
sources. Construction will take over a year, 
so tenants can expect to move into their 
very own new studios in spring 2009. 

For more information regarding the 
groundbreaking for this project, please 
contact Kevin Kitchingham, Project Man¬ 
ager, at 206-2140, ext. 154 or email kkitch- 
ingham@bhnc.org. We hope to see you at 
the ceremony! 

BHNC Plans Supportive Housing 
for Developmentally Disabled 
Adults 

Also on BHNC’s drawing boards is 
29th Avenue Apartments, twenty afford¬ 
able apartments for low-income house¬ 
holds that include an adult with a devel¬ 
opmental disability like Down’s Syn¬ 
drome, autism, or cerebral palsy. Support¬ 
ive services will be coordinated onsite 
with Toolworks, Inc., a very experienced 
non-profit. This new building will be lo¬ 
cated in the Outer Richmond on a site 
owned by St. Peter’s Church, a small, pro¬ 
gressive, and visionary congregation which 
proposed the project to BHNC. Since their 
church is unusable due to damage from the 
1989 earthquake, the congregation also 
hopes to provide a new worship space next 
to the supportive housing. 

Just this June, 29th Avenue Apart¬ 
ments was awarded its initial fiscal com¬ 
mitment from the City of San Francisco 
from a fund the Board of Supervisors in¬ 
cluded in last year’s city budget at the ini¬ 
tiation of Supervisor Chris Daly. BHNC 
expects the majority of the funding for 
this important project will come from the 
federal government and from the state of 
California, using money approved by vot¬ 
ers in last November’s election as Proposi¬ 
tion 1C. The proposed housing is undergo¬ 
ing review by the Planning Department and 
is expected to begin construction in 2009, 
with the ribbon-cutting in early 2010. 

For more information regarding this, 
please contact Jessica Fyles, Project Man¬ 
ager, at 206-2140, ext.147 or email jfyles@ 
bhnc.org. 


BHNC SPIFFING UP RESTROOMS AND 
SMOOTHING ENTRY 

By Ben Grubb 

This summer, passers-by will hear some odd sounds coming from Bernal Heights 
Neighborhood Center: they’re the sounds of improvement! BHNC is renovating its 
downstairs bathrooms and entryway. 

In the bathrooms, workers are installing new features, including new sinks, toilets, grab 
bars, and baby changing stations. The bathrooms, as well as having all new paint, will be 
fully accessible and easy to use for people with wheelchairs and other mobility aids. 
Meanwhile, BHNC will improve the front entry with a gentler ramp and a new, pow¬ 
ered door for easier entrance and exit from the Center. 

Funding for the project comes from the Mayor’s Office of Community Development and 
a generous grant from the Bothin Foundation. The project architect is Plum Architects. For 
more information, please contact Ben Grubb at 206-2140 ext. 176 or bgrubb@bhnc.org. 


Dull Knives? 


We offer speedy professional knife sharpening. 
Drop off your knives any Sunday by óprn and 
they’ll be ready on Tuesday at 1 lam. 

Í Cooks 1 3 09 castro st. @ 24 th 

IBOULEVARD (415) 647-2665 




Conceptual sketch of supportive housing proposed by BHNC and St. Peter’s Church in the Richmond 


Market Heights Apartments 
Slated for Upgrades 

Market Heights Apartments are get¬ 
ting a new raincoat. Perched dramatically 
on the hill above the Alemany Farmers 
Market, the 46-unit Market Heights 
Apartments won the national Maxwell 
Award for Excellence in Affordable Hous¬ 
ing when it was built in 1996 (after con¬ 
siderable controversy). Now, the time has 
come to re-waterproof the apartments. 

Bernal Heights Neighborhood Center 
and the Mayor’s Office of Housing (MOH) 
will work together on the waterproofing 
project, a job which construction manager 
Armando Vasquez calls “securing the 
building envelope.” 

Most of the work lies in the siding. 
Built originally with a material called 
Hardboard, made by Weyerhauser, the 
apartments experienced problems when 
the material was found to deteriorate un¬ 
der years of rain. 

As it turns out, Hardboard has failed 
all over the country in the last decade. A 


massive class-action lawsuit helped re¬ 
move the material from stores. But ac¬ 
cording to BHNC Asset Manager Sumi 
Imamoto, the settlement payments to 
owners of affected buildings were tiny and 
insufficient to cover the cost of the full sid¬ 
ing replacement needed to safeguard resi¬ 
dents’ homes for decades to come. 

Fortunately for Market Heights, the 
Mayor’s Office of Housing is poised to 
fund the siding replacement. With an ar¬ 
chitect with waterproofing expertise busy 
on the project and a local minority-owned 
general contractor on board, construction 
is scheduled to begin in September. Terry 
Manzon, resident manager of Market 
Heights, says “this will make a big differ¬ 
ence in the way it feels to live here.” 

With a little luck, by this time next 
year Market Heights Apartments will 
have new siding and new paint, along 
with other improvements, and will once 
again be sitting pretty on the hill. 

For more information, please contact 
Ben Grubb at 206-2140 ext. 176 or 
bgrubb@bhnc.org. 



NEW SECOND LOCATION: 2301 BRYANT ST. 


pKogpessive Grounds 

Corne^iTtl <;nfoy our ncwfy ranrioL|ele4 

Msíííterr^ne^n Rjooid, f>cJect (ot yoüt next 
meeting or party! 

Surr>ptuous Menu Highlights 
GtilM Vftjetanafi Saníjwicí» 

GHlIffií Chicken vvith Sauce 

Roarteil ÉMplarrtwith Pestoaníi Mozzarella 
Kefta Mdi Falifcl. Greek iafai 
anti iTjore. 

Our- <jelidou5 sarvdwtches are on Uvash brea^ 

and gulled in an Itatian pan mi machirre for an 
authentic Italian flavor! 

400 Cortland Avc- fat fteniiingtonh SF, CA415-2fi2-ó233 


HERMAN + COLIVER ARCHITECTURE / K2A ARCHITECTS 
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BHNC PROGRAMS 


ORGANIZING 


Another World Is Possible! 

THE US SOCIAL FORUM IN ATLANTA 


By Jane Martin 

On June 27, I traveled to Atlanta 
where I joined over 10,000 other grass¬ 
roots activists for the first ever United 
States Social Forum. The meeting was 
modeled on previous World Social Forums 
in Brazil, India and Kenya, which brought 
together people from all over the globe to 
strategize about ending poverty, protect¬ 
ing the environment, and ending war. At 
the U.S. Social Forum, the same ques¬ 


tions were raised under the theme, “An¬ 
other World Is Possible, Another U.S.A. 
Is Necessary.” 

Not only was San Francisco well rep¬ 
resented, but the sheer number of partici¬ 
pants from diverse low-income communi¬ 
ties nationwide was overwhelming. Ac¬ 
tivists learned from each other’s experi¬ 
ences in 950 planned workshops and over 
200 meetings organized on the spot. 

I met with activists from many neigh¬ 
borhoods where Black, Latino and Asian 



Revolutionary Wood Renewal' 


Call Today for a 

Free In-Home Estimate 

PLUS RECEIVE 15% OFF WITH THIS AD. 



^ ÍS11 - 1 




1 ^^ 
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Renew • Repair • Revitalize 


415-294-7795 

WWW.NHANCE. COM 



Team Mona Tong & Associates 
cordially invites you to our site sponsored event 

The Bernal Heights Outdoor Cinema 
September 29th, on Precita Park 



Mona Tong Sandra Saavedra Norm Cyr Ruben Martinez 


Residential Sales • Real Estate Consultation • Renta 
Consultation • Appraisal Consultation • Se Habla Espado 


326 Precita Ave.,San Francisco, CA 94110 

Tel: 415.821.9227 www.MonaTongRealEstate.com 



issociaiForuL 


Activists band 
together for historie 
first United States 
Social Forum 


people are being displaced from their cit¬ 
ies, much as low income families are be¬ 
ing forced out of San Francisco. Everyone 
described similar problems of sky-rocket¬ 
ing rents, mass evictions, cuts to social 
services, low-wage jobs, and historic com¬ 
munities being replaced with luxury con¬ 
dominiums and corporate chain stores. 

But we also learned from each other how 
to face these problems. For example, in Mi¬ 
ami, when a low income housing complex 
was torn down and eight hundred and fif¬ 
ty families were displaced, activist start¬ 
ed organizing with the Miami Workers 
Center. They have just recently won one- 
for-one replacement of all 850 demolished 
low-income housing units and the right to 
return for all displaced residents. 

Participants at the Social Forum also 


planned for the future. The Right to City 
Alliance, a coalition of successful commu¬ 
nity groups, called on others to join them 
so activists for affordable housing can col¬ 
laborate across the U.S. Domestic work¬ 
ers seeking living wages and decent treat¬ 
ment even chartered a new national orga¬ 
nization at the forum. 

Despite the fact that the subjects of con¬ 
versation were often grim—displaced com¬ 
munities, global climate change, the war 
in Iraq, unhealthy working conditions— 
the mood of the event was celebratory. Ev¬ 
eryone felt part of a historic convergence 
bringing us one step closer to empowering 
our communities into tackling these im¬ 
portant social problems. The repeated call 
from speakers captured the sentiment of 
the day: Si Se Puede! Yes, we can! ■ 


BHNC MEMBERSHIP 

Renewor join today! 

o $15-49 Regular Membership o $250 Neighborhood Center Advocate 

o $50-99 Supporting Membership o $500 Neighborhood Center Sustainer 

o $100-249 Neighborhood Center Friend o $1000 Neighborhood Center Sponsor 
o $I Youth Membership (under 18) o $5 Seniors/Low-income Membership 
$_ Other 

I am paying by: check credit card 

Visa MC #_ 

Exp. Date_/_ 


Name 

Address 

City State Zip 

Telephone-day Telephone-evening 

E-mail 

My employer has a matching gift program. A corporate matching form is enclosed. 
Name of employer 

o I am interested in learning about volunteer opportunities. 

o I am interested in learning about Planned Giving opportunities. 

o I have remembered the Bernal Heights Neighborhood Center in my will. 

Other Ways You Can Help! 

• Make a United Way Donor Choice gift. Just fill in BHNC's code #928683 on 
the United Way pledge form. 

• For federal workers, the Combined Federal Campaign is the program 
through which you designate your United Way gift. 

• Multiply your gift with a matching contribution from your employer. 

• Donate used items to our thrift store. Gifts on the Hill, 513 Cortland 

• Donate resale items to Community Thrift Store, Valencia between I7th and 
18th Streets, and designate BHNC (acet# 243) as the beneficiary. 

• When you shop at Cole Hardware, Mission and 29th Street, tell them you 
want BHNC (acet# 515) to get 10% from your purchase. 

• Consider including the BHNC in your estate planning. Call (415) 206-2140, 
ex. 161 to discuss how. 


Return to: 

Bernal Heights Neighborhood Center 
515 Cortland Avenue, San Francisco, CA 94110 
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Cutting Ed ge 

Salon 

i€>00 Cortland Ave. @ Foisom • S.F. 



Beml fuil Service Salon 


■ Qatew focwli 
¿Pull 

■ Wiuw^ 

■ Luh A Brw Tlntwg 
|! ■ Cpcotnt Colonrg 

■ Nklunl Mdfliani 

■ Spa Pedlorcs 
' Hon. MidiMOOe 


KicJb bacilf & Reka^ ... 
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Local Girl. Carol Bee. Moves to Herth. 



Carol Bee has been in Bernal Heights since 1986. 
She knows the best buys and the right buyers. Call her: 


HERTH 


415.861.5222 x219 estate caroLbee3@aol.com 


BERNAL HEIGHTS NEIGHBORHOOD CENTER’S 

Annual Hlllwlde Garage Sale 

2006’s “Hillwide” hosted 105 registered garage sale sites 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 18, 2007 • 9 AM-4 PM 


There are 4 Ways to Join the Fun! 

1. Host a Registered 
Garage Sale! 

Complete this form or check out our web¬ 
site (www.bhnc.org), and return it to the 
BHNC by Monday, August 13 to get on 

the official site map. 

2. Donate usable items to 
the BHNC for our own sale! 

This is a tax - deductible donation to our 
center. Please bring items to 515 Cortland 
Avenue on Thursday and Friday, 

August 16 and 17 

3. Shop at dozens of garage 
sales throughout Bernal 
Heights... 

Come to the center for your site map, shop at 
our MEGA SALE, then shop till you drop 
all over the hill. 

4. Pass on information 
about the sale to 
EVERYONE 
you know! 

Name: 

Address: 




1st Cross Street._ 2nd Cross Street:_ 

Day/Evening Phone:_ Email Address: _ 

_I wish to participate In the Hillwide Garage Sale 

House Site Registration: _$23 (2006 bhnc member) _$28 (bhnc non-member) If you enclosed the $28 fee, do you want to be counted as a BHNC member? _Yes _No 

Street Site Registration: _$40 Street Sites. 6 Cortland sites available on a first come/serve basis. 

In addition to my registration fee, I want to donate the following proceeds of my garage sale to support BHNC’s Senior Services: 25% 50% 100% Other_ 

_I will also have a garage sale on Sunday, August 19,2007 

By checking this box, we will designate that you will have a sale on Sunday, August 20th on the official Hillwide Garage Sale map. 

Amount enclosed for registration: $_ Credit Card Payments are available upon request. 

Please make checks payable to: Bernal Heights Neighborhood Center, 515 Cortland Ave, San Francisco, CA 94110 Please call with any questions to 415-206-2140 or info@bhnc.org 
Your participation in this Senior Department event supports the programs and services for seniors and disabled adults in Bernal Heights and theExcelsior. I nbj | 
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New Bernal Journal en Español 


COVER STORY 

Jose Morales 

continua de pagina 1 

me uní con la Red de Acción para Mayores, 
pienso que hace doce años. En 1994, cuando 
uní con la Unión de Arrendatarios de San 
Francisco, edificios de dos a cuatro unidades 
fueron aniquilados por desahucios donde los 
dueños se movían. Que bueno que la Proposi¬ 
ción I paso, y nos dio igual protección como 
los arrendatarios en edificios más grandes”. 
Sus manos se mueven en la cremallera rota 
de su chaqueta mientras que habla. El ha 
estado luchando su propio desahucio por 
más de cinco años. Después que el propieta¬ 
rio compró la propiedad en 1994, “alquiló la 
unidad abajo a tres diferentes familias. Enton¬ 
ces regresó en el 2002 con planes de conver¬ 
tir la unidad de abajo a un garaje de dos ca¬ 
rros con almacenamiento, remodelar mi apar¬ 
tamento y construir una nueva unidad arriba, 
que será un apartamento de lujo. Cuándo él 
me notificó de esto, tuvo que incluir el permi¬ 
so que había recibido y los planes que utiliza¬ 
ba. Por meses, yo no podría resolver lo que él 
hacía realmente. El lo llamaba una modifica¬ 


ción horizontal y vertical de un dúplex.” 

“Tuve dos amigos, un contratista y un arqui¬ 
tecto miraron a los planos y a mi apartamen¬ 
to. Mi amigo el arquitecto se paró aquí en esta 
cocina con los planos. El se dio cuenta que el 
propietario quiso ensanchar el edificio hasta 
la calle y atrás hasta la yarda, mientras para 
agregar otro piso había que reforzar la base, 
sin darse cuenta de los tubos...habría reque¬ 
rido destruir cerca de 67% del edificio, lo cual 
no era una “modificación”. Nosotros los lleva¬ 
mos a la Comisión de la Planificación, quien 
lo llamó una demolición de facto, y dijeron 
que fue ilegal”. Morales jala su chaqueta. “El 
propietario dijo que fue una modificación por¬ 
que una demolición fue demasiado costosa. 

“Mi amigo contratista dijo que este aparta¬ 
mento era habitable. Un habitable, modesto 
apartamento. Eso es una vivienda razonable 
—económico para mayores, incapacitados, 
ciudadanos y niños de bajo-ingresos. ¿Por 
qué querría usted deshacerse de eso? Hay 
más de 30.000 personas que esperan alqui¬ 
lar en el Instituto de Vivienda. No hay razón 
para destruir la vivienda razonable: Cuesta 
mucho más dinero reemplazar una vivienda 
razonable que mantenerlo”. Morales da una 


¡Queremos Oír de Usted! 

El Nuevo Diario de Bernal da la bienvenida a sus opiniones y 
reacciones. Las cartas deben ser dirigidas a 'Cartas al Editor' y deben 
incluir el nombre del escritor, dirección, y número de teléfono de día. 
Estas deben ser mandadas por correo electrónico a nbj@bhnc.org, o 
mandadas vía correo regular a: 

CARTAS AL EDITOR, C/0 BHNC 

515 CORTLAND AVENUE, SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94110 


Este 

apartamento 
era habitable. 
Un habitable, 
modesto 
apartamento. 



sonrisa rápida. ¿“Y los ricos pueden construir 
sus casas dondequiera, cierto? El propietario 
quiso tener un edificio del lujo, y quiso des¬ 
truir más de 67% del edificio. Los propietarios 
en esta ciudad no son felices con una Toyota; 
ellos quieren un Cadillac”. 

Morales se pausa y agoniza sobre cada 
palabra exacta, pero en el arco de su lucha 
para mantener su apartamento, él es fluente 
con cansancio. “Ya he atravesado cinco eta¬ 
pas sobre esto. Fuimos a la Comisión de Pla¬ 
nificación y gané. Entonces el propietario fue 
a la Asamblea de Apelaciones, y yo gané. En¬ 
tonces él tuvo de nuevo una audiencia por la 
Asamblea de Apelaciones y yo gané eso, tam¬ 
bién. El apeló en el Tribunal Superior de Cali¬ 
fornia. Prevalecí allí, así que tomaron el caso 
a la Audiencia de California. Cuándo yo gané 
eso, él trató entonces de desahuciarme con el 
Acto de Ellis el 9 de noviembre de 2005. Co¬ 
mo no me mudé, él me notificó otra vez en el 
18 de abril de 2006. Pero los personas de la 
terceras edades y incapacitadas tienen un 
período que espera de un año, así que perma¬ 
necí y seguí luchando”. En esto, él gira y seña¬ 
la con énfasis. “Esto es lo que todos sus lec¬ 
tores deben saber: Usted no tiene que mudar¬ 
se cuando el propietario le demanda bajo del 


Acto de Ellis. Espere hasta que el juez decida 
que usted tiene que mudarse. Ya he ganado 
un juicio parcial. Ahora el propietario ha archi¬ 
vado una queja enmendada y mis abogados 
han contestado”. 

Los ojos de Morales’ son fuertes y enoja¬ 
dos. “He defendido todos, pero ahora les to¬ 
can ayudarme, y venir a mis casos del tribu¬ 
nal. Viernes el 29 de junio, estuve en el tribu¬ 
nal. Pero necesitamos que todos en Bernal 
Hieghts vienen, para dar el mensaje a los 
jueces—mostrar que todos saben que esto es 
una gran injusticia”. Cuándo preguntó por sus 
pasatiempos u otras actividades. Morales sa¬ 
cude la cabeza tristemente. “Yo no puedo to¬ 
mar tiempo afuera de defenderme; no quiero 
acabar sin hogar”. 

Pero cuando le pregunto otra vez, crece 
nostálgico. “Empecé jugar al tenis cuando tu¬ 
ve veintitrés, y deseo que yo no hubiera empe¬ 
zado tan tarde. Enseñé el tenis durante más 
de 30 años. Enseñado tenis fue mi pasión. Yo 
no tuve interés en ganar dinero, sólo lo sufi¬ 
ciente para vivir y sobrevivir. Viví para enseñar 
el tenis. Pienso,” y en esto, José Morales mira 
fuera la ventana al calentador americano 
azotado en su yarda atrás, “que soy alguna 
clase de campeón frustrado.” ■ 
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...at The Good Life Grocery 


LOVER 1 

STORNETTA ^ 


Odwalla 

100% Pure 
Juices 

64 oz. -reg 6.59 


Lundberg Farms 

Organic Rice Cakes 

all varieties Annic's Homcgrown 

8.5 -10 oz.-reg 2.99 i n r • , 

P . Natural Macaroni & 
3 tor $6 Cheese 


all varieties 
6 oz. -reg 1.99 



Clover Dairy 

Organic Milk 
Gallons 

all varieties G/ ^ 

128 oz. -reg 6.39 J 



Organic 

Cottage 

Cheese 

16 oz. -reg 4.19 

$3.79 


ORGANIC 

LOW FAT 

eOTTAOE CHEESE 



Organic Butter 

Sweet or Salted 
16 oz. -reg 5.99 


$4.99 


Sale Prices effective 
August 1 - 19,2007 



Free Parking 


Across the Street 


In our Very Own 


Parking Lot ! 


$5.59 


Apple 

Grapefruit 


San Pelligrino 

sparkling Mineral 
Water 

25.4 oz. -reg 1.89 +CRV 



R.W. Knudsen 

4 for $5 



all flavors 
32 oz. -reg 2.79 +CRV 


2 for $3 


Cheddar Bunnies 

7.5 oz. -reg 3.29 


fbr Qoodness S ake 


$1.99 





Aseptic Juice Boxes 

all flavors 
3x8 oz. -reg 2.89 

2 for $3 


3 for $4 


Sparkling Sodas 

Aranciata or Lemonata 
6x12 oz. -reg 5.29 +CRV 

$3.99 


Store Hours: 

8:00 am - 9:00 pm 

Every Day! 



Health Valley 

Breakfast Cereals 

all varieties 

10 -12 oz. -reg 4.19 

2 for $5 






Haagen Dazs 

Ice Cream 

all flavors 
16 oz. -reg 3.99 


$ 2.99 



Michael Angelos 

Italian Entrees 

12 oz. -reg 4.99 

$3.99 


Capricorn Coffee 

Very Dark French Roast 
Coffee Beans 

16 oz.-reg 7.29 




$5.99 V' 



We Accept: 

ATAA Cards m 

Discover Cards 
MasterCard A Visa 
Cash St Checks 
Elec. Food Stamps St EBT 

448 Cortland Avenue • Bernal Heights • San Francisco • 94110 
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Carta del Director Ejecutivo 


Los asuntos que publicamos son complejos, desafíos y 
provocativos. Todos nos sentimos convencidos que el NBJ 
puede ser un foro para el diálogo en estos asuntos 


Por Joseph Smooke 

¡Hijole, la respuesta que hemos recibido 
del numero de al junio/julio del New Bernal 
Journal ha sido fantástico! No sólo estoy im¬ 
presionado al ver cuántas personas leían el 
NBJ, y no apenas en Bernal Heights, pero me 
siento inspirado de ver como las personas 
están conectadas con el contenido, asuntos y 
programas. Más allá de los antetítulos, espe¬ 
ro que todos los lectores de NBJ entendieron 
la ironía del editorial de los dos artículos prin¬ 
cipales donde se ve la lucha por la vivienda 
razonable, mientras el aviso de la contrapor¬ 
tada proponía dos hogares que se vendían 
para $800.000 y más. Después, mira hacia 
atrás en el titulo donde la declaración de 
nuestros objetivos de BHNC dice claramente 
nuestro propósito para preservar y aumentar 
nuestra diversidad de la comunidad— todos 
sabemos que el potencial para diversidad co¬ 
mienza con el poder del dinero para alcanzar 
vivir en la comunidad. Así, como los valores 
de la propiedad continúan creciendo, noso¬ 
tros tenemos que estar creando más vivien¬ 
das razonables. Si no, perdemos la diversi¬ 
dad, la única calidad que todos con quien 
converso valoran de Bernal Heights y nues¬ 
tras comunidades vecinas. 

Aunque hayamos recibido tremendo apoyo 
para el último numero del NBJ, nosotros en el 
equipo editorial reconocemos que muchos de 
los asuntos que publicamos son complejos, 
desafíos y provocativos. Todos nos sentimos 
convencidos que el NBJ puede ser un foro 
para el diálogo en estos asuntos, así que us¬ 
ted verá que este numero lanza nuestra sec¬ 
ción de “Cartas” con una llamada para cartas. 
Mientras tanto, quiero enviar un agradeci¬ 
miento grande a Tim Redmond, residente de 
Bernal y Editor Ejecutivo para el San Francis¬ 
co Bay Guardián que publico una versión 
acortada de nuestro Editorial acerca de los 
asuntos del desarrollo en el sitio anterior de 
Kelly Moore, dando este asunto una audien¬ 


cia en toda la ciudad antes de la asamblea de 
los Equipo de Supervisores, planificada para 
el 17 de julio. (No hay noticias acerca de la 
asamblea en este número, porque la asam¬ 
blea sucedió demasiado tarde por la fecha 
tope de prensa de este número). 

Con este número, nos hemos enfocado en 
algunas personas que hacen Bernal Heights 
una comunidad diversa y vibrante. Tenemos 
residentes y mercaderes increíbles que dedi¬ 
can tanto tiempo y energía personal para ha¬ 
cer esta comunidad lo que es. No hay una 
organización, ni persona, ni grupo de perso¬ 
nas que pueden impresionar a las más de 
25.000 vidas de personas en nuestra comu¬ 
nidad, así que nos esforzamos por destacar 
esos individuos que hacen una diferencia ca¬ 
da día. Continuaremos incluyendo los perfiles 
como una característica regular de NBJ en 
futuros números también. 

Estos pasados seis meses han sido inten¬ 
sos en BHNC como nosotros hemos comple¬ 
tado nuestro nuevo Plan Estratégico, segui¬ 
mos trabajando en nuestra Asociación de 
Manejo, y recaudación de dinero para soste¬ 
ner todo el trabajo que hacemos. Así como 
nosotros solos no podemos construir una co¬ 
munidad fuerte, nosotros solos no podemos 
construir un fuerte Centro de Vecindario. ¡De 
hecho, permita que anunciemos los créditos y 
darles una idea de todas las personas tre¬ 
mendas implicadas en el trabajo que hace¬ 
mos! 

Para nuestro Plan Estratégico, nuestro 
equipo de consulta es Emily Goldfarb y Margi 
Clark, Junto con nuestra Junta de Directiva 
bajo el liderazgo magnífico de Johanna Silva y 
nuestro Equipo de Manejo del personal, quie¬ 
nes ponen una considerable cantidad de 
tiempo, pensamiento y creatividad, a traer 
BHNC hasta una nueva era. Nuestra Asocia¬ 
ción de Manejo está en buen camino para 
alcanzar nuestra meta de 1.200 miembros, y 
un especial agradecimiento sale a la colabo¬ 
ración en toda la ciudad llamado Centros de 


los Vecindario Juntos, que crearon un progra¬ 
ma de beca por el cual BHNC recibió $12.000 
para sostener el mejoramiento de nuestra 
base de datos. Después fuimos afortunados 
poder proveer esa beca con un premio inmen¬ 
so de Taproot Fundación para empezar a pro¬ 
porcionar un valor de ayuda técnica de 
$30.000 en ese proyecto. Con una nueva ba¬ 
se de datos apropiadamente diseñada, nos 
podremos comunicar con todos nuestros 
miembros, voluntarios, donantes, y clientes 
de una manera mucho más efectiva. Tam¬ 
bién, un empujo tremendo a nuestras comu¬ 
nicaciones viene del nuevo diseño de nuestro 
sitio Web por los residentes de Bernal Jessica 
Grossman y Kevin Kitchingham (quienes tam¬ 
bién son personal de BHNC), y John Girard y 
su equipo en Clickability (que incluye Jessica). 
jClickability concedió BHNC su “No-Lucrativo 
del Año” premio que incluye recibir libre de 
telaraña y servicios de diseño! 

La recaudación de fondos sucede en tantos 
niveles diferentes. Como ya principiamos 
nuestro programa de verano para Jóvenes 
mientras escribo esta carta, yo quiero dar mis 
gracias primero el grupo de Padres de Bernal 
(y líder Amalia Freedman) por su donación de 
más de $700 a nuestros programas de Juven¬ 
tud hechos posibles por los resultados de su 
primer evento en el Centro Recreacional de 
Bernal. ¡Este donativo hizo un impacto tan in¬ 
menso en nuestra posibilidad de tener los 
programas del verano para nuestra Juventud! 
Tenemos también otros dos nuevos mayores 
donantes para nuestros programas de la Ju¬ 
ventud: Citibank hizo su primer premio para 
sostener nuestros Servicios del Empleo para 
Jovenes (YES) programa del desarrollo del 
trabajo, y la California Wellness Fundación 
concedieron una beca mayor de tres-año a 


nuestros programas de la Prevención de la 
Violencia de Jovenes. Estos premios crearán 
la estabilidad para estos programas que no 
hemos tenido durante muchos años. Para 
nuestros programas Mayores, acabamos de 
recibir un tremendo premio de la beca de la 
Fundación de CPMC que continúa proporcio¬ 
nando apoyo inmenso para nuestro programa 
dirigido a nuestros Ancianos de Vecindario 
sirviendo a los mas mayores frágiles y desti¬ 
nados al hogar. 

Apenas más del 55% de la financiación de 
BHNC viene de fuentes de gobierno, y de 
nuestro Supervisor y residente de Bernal, Tom 
Ammiano, quien ha sido por mucho tiempo 
nuestro campeón en esa frente para el traba¬ 
jo que hacemos aquí en BHNC. Los esfuerzos 
de Torn y el trabajo de su personal, Angela 
Calvillo y Zach Tuller, han sido tremendo du¬ 
rante muchos años y merece toda nuestra 
apreciación. Muchas gracias también al Alcal¬ 
de Newsom, la Directora del Departamento 
de Servicios de Envejecimiento y Adultos, An¬ 
ne Hinton, y la Directora del Departamento de 
Juventud de Niños y Familias, Margaret Brod- 
kin. Damos gracias también al Supervisor 
Sandoval por seguir apoyando nuestro trabajo 
en la Excelsior. 

Cuándo la niebla llega, usted casi puede 
oler la venida de Fiesta! Animó a que todos 
ustedes se inscriban como voluntarios para 
este acontecimiento—toma una tremenda 
cantidad de horas de los voluntarios poder 
lograr. Contáctese por favor con Katie Wadde¬ 
ll (kwaddell@bhnc.org) para inscribirse. Aún 
antes que la Fiesta suceda, espero verlos a 
todos en el mercadillo más grande en San 
Francisco, nuestra propia Hillwide Garage Sa¬ 
le; Mientras tanto, que tengan un gran vera¬ 
no, y disfruta del periódico! ■ 



LIVE HEALTHY. 
BUILD GREEN. 



'«M DESIGN 

solutions 

earth-friendly concepts 


www.sfdesignsolutions.com 

4291 24th Street, San Francisco, CA 94114 


Ph: 415.648.6561 • Fax: 415.643.8572 • CL#766125 BuilditGreeri ^ 




• As Certified Green Building Professionals, Design 
Solutions offers unique expertise and services to 
create a healthier, more functional home. 

• There are many reasons to build green...concern for 
the environment, energy savings and healthier living. 

• Our design team will provide all of the latest options 
to maximize your space while using the finest 
renewable resources available. 

• Visit our "environmentally friendly" Noe Valley 
show-room, showcasing green cabinet lines with 
non-toxic finishes, counter tops, tile and flooring. 



TAKING YOUR 
FIRST STEP TO A 
HEALTHY FUTURE 
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Mga Nakakatandang May Boses... 

600,000 na taga Cailifornia. Ay qualified na makatanggap ng food boxes 
kaya lang 50,000. Ang tumanggap dahil sa restriksiyon ng budget. 


Nagpulong ang dalawang put anim na 
senior sa Bernal Heights Neighborhood 
Center at apat na meymbro na may 
mataas na katungkulan na galling sa opi- 
sina ni Senadora Diane Feinstein sa San 
Francisco noong ika dalawang po ng hu- 
nyo (June 20) para isalba ang “Commu¬ 
nity Supplemental Food Program” o ang 
tawag na “Food Box Program”. Ang 
BHNC ay isa sa sitentang kumunidad sa 
boong siyudad na nagbibigay ng “food 
boxes” kada buwan sa mga senior na 


kaunti and kita at mga ina na may mali- 
liit na anak. Ang programang ito ay nag¬ 
bibigay ng sar-saring klaseng pakain ka- 
gaya ng bigas, pasta, gatas (powdered 
milk), juice at keso para sa siyam na libo 
at limang daang katao sa “SFO low in¬ 
come senior. Kada buwan ay nasa perigro 
na mawawala ng tuluyan dahil tatanga- 
lin ng gobyerno (Federal Government). 

Ang “Food Program” ay nakakaigi sa 
gobyerno dahil makakatipid sila kasi ang 
isang kahon ng pagkain ay nagkakahala- 


Who Do You Calf? 


Business a Home PC Support 

Security * Networks * Backup 
Wireless * Email * Advice 

30 years technical a business experience 
Clear explanations * Confidential 

415-265-2780 

info@whodoyoucaLL.us 

www.whodoyoucall.us 

PCs a Macs Member: GGBA 


Open 73m to lOpm ivergdag 

397 CorUand Ave 

4158219530 


TIRED? LET U« DO YOUR LAUNDRY! 

WASH E FOLD 

.75c/Ib 

VP.LE PICT: UP AND DELIVtk'Y OK ORDERS 
OVER ^ 

Soap Box Lectures 

]’'-g I iLon 

Free and Open to Al 

August Nl l . ! ./ 

Sept 1st K - '1- Rk’ - - -.V 

See website for details wwwbernalbubbtes com 



ga lang ng $16.00 kumpera kung bibilhin 
mo sa talagang presyo na $50.00. Ang 
mga kahon na pagkain ay ipinapamahagi 
sa “food bank” sa boong bansa sa local na 
comunidad at housing site kagaya ng 
BHNC. Ang sabi ng gobyerno na ang pro¬ 
grama ay dinuplika dahil ang “low in¬ 
come senior” ay makakakuha ng “Food 
Stamps”. May ibat bang paraam sa 
pagamit ng food stamps kagaya ng ATM. 
Nagiging mahirap para sa senior dahil 
malaking pagsubok sa kanila at parang 
naiilang din sila. Ang mga senior na tu- 
matanggap ng SSI ay hindi puwendeng 
makatanggap ng Food Stamps (37 pors- 
iento ng senior ay tumatanggap ng SSI). 
Ang proseso para kakakuha ng eligibili- 
dad sa Food Stamp ay mahirap. Kaya ang 
senior o matanda na kaunti ang kita ay 
kailangang may ibat-ibang alternatibo 
kung saan makakakuhan ng pagkain ka¬ 
gaya ng Food Stamp. Brown Bag at Food 
Pantry Program at siyempre Food Box! 

Si Sinadora Diane Feinstein ay nasa 
Agriculture Appropriations Committee 
na nangangasiwa sa Food Program under 
the “Farm Bill”. Kahit anong Food Pro¬ 
gram ay gumagastos ng $108 milya para 
sa “Food Boxes”. Sa 500,000 senior sa 
boong banga. 600,000 na taga Cailifornia. 
Ay qualified na makatanggap ng food 
boxes kaya lang 50,000. Ang tumanggap 


dahil sa restriksiyon ng budget. 

Ang mga senior ay nakiusap kay Sena¬ 
dora Diane Feinstein na huwag tanggdin 
ang Commodity Supplemental Food 
Program sa 2007 Farm Bill at palawakin 
ang programa sa $157 milyon. Si Senado¬ 
ra Diane Feinstein ay sumapotra sa 
programa noong nakaraam. Ang kata- 
nungan ngayon ay kung si Diane Fein¬ 
stein ay sasangayon para palawakin ang 
programa. Ito ay napaka seryosong ba- 
gay dahil ang Food Box Program ay na- 
hinto itong taong na ito sa budget cycle 
na walang naidagdag sn senior para 
magamit itong programming ito. Ang se¬ 
nior ay umalis sa opisina ni Feinsein na 
malaki ang pagasa nilang hindi mawawa¬ 
la and Commodity Supplemental Food 
Program. Kaya ang ekspanisiyon ay hin¬ 
di pa alam. 

Kung gusto ninyong sumoporta para 
hindi mawala and food programma ay 
tawagan si Senador Diane Feinstein 
(415)397-0707. Okaya si Barbara Boxer 
(415) 403-0100. Ipaalam ninyo na ang se¬ 
nior SFO at boong bansa ay kailangan 
nila ang kamilang Food Boxes. Nakikip- 
agtulungan kami sa mga meyembre ng 
SF Food Box Program sa isyo at para na- 
man ito ay maging tagungpay para sa 
ating mga seniors. BHNC senior ay ipina- 
da ang kanilang mga hinain. ■ 
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giving your roof 


a day job. 

Green is PG&E’s Solar Saturdays-classes where you can 
learn how to add “Energy Source” to your roof’s resumé. 

To find out more and sign up, visit ¡ i ® 

letsgreenthiscity.com i 

vsk 


“PG&E” refers to Pacific Gas and Electric Company, a subsidiary of PG&E Corporation. ©2007 Pacific Gas and Electric Company. All rights reserved. 
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COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS 


FREEDOM WITHOUT RISK: 

GAY SENIORS AND OPENHOUSE 


By Nancy Flaxman 

There are 25,000 lesbian, gay, bisexu¬ 
al, and transgender (LGBT) adults over 
55 years of age currently living in San 
Francisco, some of whom live in Bernal 
Heights as your neighbors. But you may 
not know because they wouldn’t tell you 
about themselves, about their partner of 
forty years who died, about the family 
that disowned them when they were in 
their twenties, about how they had to go 
to work events with someone of the oppo- 


To deny yourself services 
as a senior by hiding is to 
put your physicai, 
emotionai, sociai, and 
spirituai weii being at risk. 


site sex to pretend they were straight. 

They wouldn’t tell you about how iso¬ 
lated and lonely they are. 

Most lesbian, gay, bisexual, and trans¬ 
gender seniors over 75 years of age are in 
the closet. They grew up at a time when 
homosexuality was considered a crime, a 
mental illness, and a sin. Shock treat¬ 
ment was considered a therapy for being 
gay. In the early ‘60s, if authorities caught 


you dancing in a San Francisco gay bar 
with someone of the same gender, you 
were arrested, put in jail, and your name 
appeared in the San Francisco Chronicle 
the next day. You risked losing your job, 
your family, your friends, your housing, 
your freedom. 

In order to survive, LGBT seniors have 
learned how to hide. But to deny yourself 
services as a senior by hiding is to put 
your physical, emotional, social, and spiri¬ 
tual well being at risk. 

Openhouse is a nonprofit organization 
based in San Francisco that is working to 
change that. Openhouse is working to 
build LGBT friendly senior housing and 
to increase the awareness, sensitivity, 
and LGBT competency of senior services 
in San Francisco. 

In an exciting new collaboration with 
Bernal Heights Neighborhood Center, 
openhouse is working with BHNC staff to 
reach isolated LGBT seniors in Bernal 
Heights. We want to create community 
for LGBT seniors by connecting them 
with other LGBT residents in Bernal and 
by connecting them to BHNC and the ser¬ 
vices they may need now or in the future. 

In the fall, openhouse and BHNC will 
be hosting a community get together for 
LGBT Bernal residents of all ages to talk 
about our Neighborhood Outreach Proj¬ 
ect, how we can create community for all 
of us, and how we can reach out to our 
LGBT senior neighbors. For more infor¬ 
mation, call Nancy Flaxman at open- 
house 296-8995 ext 7. ■ 
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Consultation 



R O C K andR O S E 
LANDSCAPING 


Contr. Lie. Í8004Z0 
Mike Boss, Botanist 

415/824-3458 


North Bernal Heights Home For Sale 

(Near Precita Park) 

57 Bessie Street 

$849,000 


vvww.57bessiestreet.com 


Beautifully Remodeled 
3 Bedrooms 
2 Bathrooms 
Views 
Garage 

Great Location Near Coffee Shops 
Easy Distance to 24th & Mission Bart 

James Maxwell 
415.^38.0155 
James@owninsf.com 


Kt siDi M I \l (IKi)KI K u.l 




[j? y .Lj 

r]rir^— 

LiUCLJ 

czLian 



The Bocana neighbors (top to bottom): Charlie Blecker, Carol Blecker, Susanna Myrseth, Andy Anderson, Bud Robbins, 
Moll Steinert, Michael Blecker, Alice Blecker 


NEIGHBORS AS EXTENDED FAMILY 


By Moli Steinert 

Serving as executive director of open- 
house for the past two years has certainly 
been an eye-opening immersion into ag¬ 
ing issues and housing development, but 
my Bernal Heights neighborhood—where 
my partner Donna Canali and I have 
lived for the past thirteen years—has 
taught me the most about what it means 
to age in community. What we value the 
most is the mix of straight and gay, young 
and old neighbors, and the ways we have 
come to care for each other. 

As a lesbian couple without children of 
our own, we think of Alice and Charlie 
across the street as “our kids” and they 
think of our house as their second home. 
We have grown to be an integral part of 
each others’ families. But our upper Boca¬ 
na neighborhood really came together a 
couple of years ago in an effort to share in¬ 
formation in the event of a major earth¬ 
quake. Over several lively potluck din¬ 
ners, we made lists of contact information, 
agreed on a neighborhood meeting spot in 
the event of a crisis, and even took stock of 
who has what emergency supplies. And 
we kept on meeting because we enjoyed 
being together. After our home was bur¬ 
glarized last year, it was easy to piggy¬ 
back a neighborhood watch system on top 
of the connections we had already made. 

We all began to watch out for each oth¬ 


er. Donna and I began looking out more 
for our next door neighbor. Bud, an 80- 
year old gay man who moved to Bernal in 
1960—when so many gay men lived on 
Bernal it was referred to as “bachelor 
hill.” As Bud becomes more frail it helps 
to know that we are next door checking in 
and helping when needed. A few doors 
down, Jon and Randi started doing the 
same with 92-year old Andy across the 
street. Most nights of the week, they take 
turns with other neighbors, Michelle and 
Danny, bringing him dinner and checking 
in on him. 

You might consider us extended fami¬ 
ly. It is not an uncommon concept in the 
LGBT community as many of us are ac¬ 
customed to creating non-traditional fam¬ 
ilies and relationships. So it makes sense 
that we have the skills and experience to 
help lead the way to make these neigh¬ 
borhood linkages. If we are to live longer 
and better, we’ll all need people around 
us for recognition and support. At open- 
house, we are building a model of commu¬ 
nity and neighborhood engagement and 
we’re hoping others in Bernal—^young and 
old, straight and gay—want to join us. 
The Bernal Heights Neighborhood Cen¬ 
ter and openhouse is interested in hear¬ 
ing how you’ve created a network of sup¬ 
port among your neighbors.Please email 
Nancy Flaxman at nancy@openhouse-sf. 
org to learn how to participate. ■ 


PARKING TAKES A CREATIVE TURN 


By Fran Taylor 

San Franciscans no longer blink at the 
sight of a car parked on the sidewalk, but 
they still do a double-take when they see 
people sitting in a metered parking spot 
on the street. The role reversal shows 
how accustomed we are to seeing cars in¬ 
vade pedestrian space but not to seeing 
humans venture into car space. Guess 
which is legal and which is not? 

PARK(ing) Day tweaks our assump¬ 
tions. So long as the meter gets its quar¬ 
ters, anyone can legally use a parking 
space on the street, car or no car. On Fri¬ 
day, September 21, groups around the 
City will be feeding meters to park any¬ 
thing but a car. Last year, about twenty 
installations appeared, mostly downtown 

Sponsors of PARK(ing) Day include 
Rebar, a collaborative of designers and 
activists. Rebar’s website offers some 
background: “More than 70% of most cit¬ 
ies’ outdoor space is dedicated to the pri¬ 
vate vehicle, while only a fraction of that 
land is allocated to open space for peo¬ 
ple....It’s time to rethink the way streets 
are used! A metered parking spot is an 
inexpensive short-term lease for a 10 x 
20-foot plot of land. Imagine what you can 
do in a space usually dedicated to private 
vehicle storage.” 

CC Puede, the community organiza¬ 
tion working to make Cesar Chavez Street 
and its environs safer and more pleasant 
for residents and other users, has started 


to move from the imagining stage to the 
planning stage for two parking spaces on 
Cesar Chavez near Mission. The group 
hopes to create a pedestrian-friendly 
streetscape that reflects the neighbor¬ 
hood: a health clinic with a Department 
of Public Health nurse offering blood 
pressure and blood sugar testing, a small 
fruit stand, and a space with entertain¬ 
ment for children, who would stay on the 
sidewalk to watch. 

Cesar Chavez Street, for all its raging 
traffic, is home to a childcare center at the 
Bernal Gateway Apartments and elemen¬ 
tary schools at St. Anthony’s and Leonard 
Flynn, as well as other small schools and 
childcare centers. It also serves two major 
hospitals: St. Luke’s to the west and San 
Francisco General a few blocks up Potre¬ 
ro to the east. Food markets and restau¬ 
rants dot the neighboring streets, though 
none appear on Cesar Chavez itself. 

Organizers hope the display will make 
passersby and Muni riders on the many 
Mission buses stop and think about how 
much space is devoted to car storage and 
what other uses that real estate could be 
put to. ■ 


Fran Taylor is coordinator of CC Puede. 
She can he reached at ftaylor@cmp.com or 
947-6497. For more about PARK(ing) 
Day, visit www.parkingday.org. Informa¬ 
tion about CC Puede is available at www. 
ccpuede.org. 
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“ALL QUARTERS OF THE EARTH” 

Notes from the Bernal Heights Branch Library 


By Lisa Dunseth, Branch Manager 

COUNTDOWN TO CLOSURE 

Still no exact closure date, but it will be 
this fall! Staff are busily preparing the 
building and collections and planning for 
interim services. Look for the Library 
Bookmobile twice a week on Holly Park 
Circle, near J. Serra School, on Mondays 
and Thursdays, from 2-5 p.m. Red Hill 
Books will be hosting the library’s Pre¬ 
school Story time and the BHNC will be 
hosting Lapsit Storytime on Wednesday 
mornings at 10 a.m. The Older Writers 
Laboratory’s (OWL) new home is the On- 
Lok 30th Street Senior Services Center. 
The Origami Club will continue meeting 
at the Oceanview Branch Library on Ran¬ 
dolph Street. The Book Group will contin¬ 
ue in the meeting room at Coleridge Park 
Homes. Please refer to our website (sfpl.org) 
for renovation updates. And if you want to 
get involved in the fundraising fun, con¬ 
tact The Neighborhood Library Campaign 
at branchcampaign@friendssfpl.org. 

HARRY POTTER LUNCH CLUB is 
winding down... 

Hogwarts-Bernal will be closing up 
shop, as soon as we finish the last chap¬ 
ter.... we’re getting very close to the white- 
knuckled ending of HP7. Thanks to the De 
Soto family, Valerie Reichert, Ellen Eg¬ 
bert, Sierra Logan, Vicky Walker, Chris 
Leishman, Monica Mitchell, Stephanie 
Kohler, Hannah Tran and many, many oth¬ 
er folks for helping us create the magic. 


GROWN-UPS SUMMER READiNG 
CLUB is winding down.... 

We were so pleased to have more than 
25 grown-ups participate. And we couldn’t 
have done it without the generous support 
of local merchants, including: Bernal 
Beast, Bernal Yoga, Good Life, Heartfelt, 
Maggie Mudd, Red Hill Books and the 
Friends of the San Francisco Public Li¬ 
brary. Thanks for the raffle prizes and 
congratulations to all the grown-ups for 
reading like crazy and modeling such good 
behavior. 

TEEN SUMMER READ is winding 
down.... 

The finale party is August 3, congrats 
to all readers and good luck winning that 
IPOD raffle prize! 

SUMMER READiNG CLUB is 
winding down... 

Last day to finish the club is August 11, 
so be sure to get your hours logged and 
prizes picked up. Be sure to enjoy our last 
end-of-summer programs too: 

Opera Piccola, Performs “Into The Eye Of 
Magic”, Chinese Folk Tale, August 1, 4 p.m., 
ages 6 and up. 

Donna Uzoigwe, Spanish Bilingual Circle of 
Songs, August 9, 10:30 a.m., preschoolers. 

Chiquy Boom, Summer Reading Club Party, 

Bilingual Silly Magic Show With Music 
and Movement—^All The Way From Ven¬ 
ezuela, August 11, 2:30 p.m. all ages. 


UNTiL OUR CLOSURE, PRESCHOOL 
AND LAPSiT STORYTiMES AND 
BOOK CLUB WiLL CONTiNUE AS 
USUAL 

(Call the library to confirm dates and 
times.) 

Infant Toddler Lapsit: Storytime for in¬ 
fants and toddlers, ages 0-3, Thursdays, 
10:15 a.m. 

Preschool Storytime: ages 3-5, Thursdays, 
11:00 a.m. 


BOOK CLUB WiLL MEET TO 

Discuss: 

THE TIME TRAVELER’S WIFE by Audrey 
Niffenegger on August 30, 4 p.m. 

THE MIND BODY PROBLEM by Rebecca 
Goldstein on September 27, 4 p.m. ■ 


All programs at the library are free and 
sponsored by the Friends of the Library and 
the Gabriel Sharing Fund. The library Is 
located at 500 Cortland Avenue. Call 355- 
2810 for more Information. 




PICTURE FRAMING AND ART GALLERIES 

Serving San Francisco for over 20 years 
PERSONAL. STEP-BY-STEP ASSISTANCE 


STILL the 
BEST frame shop 
in San Francisco. 



^ Designers and corporate 
accounts welcome. 

Decorator Mirrors and Prints 
wholesale to the public. 

Gift certificates available. 

□ Rotating exhibits at both 
galleries (call for schedule). 



Mission: 934 Valencia St. @ 20 St. Tel: 415 826-2321 
SoMa: 1110 Howard St. @ 7 St. Tel: 415 558-9901 
www.backtothepicture.com 
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$5 OFF 

Any gallon of 
Ace Royal Latex Paint 
now through September! 

One coupon per person with coupon only 
Sale items excluded • Expires 9/30/07 
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ROYAL LATEX PAINT: 


• 25 -year durability • Thousands of colors 

• One-coat coverage • Mildew resistant 

• Stain resistant • Non-yellowing 

• Colorfast • Computer color matching 




3312 MISSION STREET 
at 29th near Safeway 
415-647-8700 


70 4th STREET 
downton near Market 
415-777-4400 

Har dware ' ' ' 

ün Franc” o's Favorite Hard«a.e .lures! 2254 POLK STREET 

at Green on Russian Hill 
www.colehardware.com 415-674-8913 
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COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS 

Preschool Committee Notes 


By Mauricio Vela, Bernal Resident 

Bernal Preschool Wins Initial $500,000 In 
Funding for New Preschool 

On June 28 2007, after two and a half years of meet¬ 
ings, hearings, support card collection, petitions, pick¬ 
ets, e-mails and phone calls, the Board of Supervisors 
Budget Committee voted unanimously to recommend to 
the full board $500,000 for a new Bernal preschool. As a 
result, the full Board of Supervisors is scheduled to vote 
on the budget committee’s recommendation. 

Although no plans or site has been 
finalized at this time, a feasibility 
study of the Committee’s preferred 
site (out of three sites within Bernal’s 
Community Hub) estimated the cost 
to build, and fund the first year of op¬ 
erations, at two million dollars. A spe¬ 
cial thanks to District 9 Supervisor 
Ammiano for his determination and 
leadership in securing the initial seed 
funding which now can be leveraged 
with additional public and private 
support. As preschool committee co¬ 
chair and long term Bernal resident Bill Sorro states, 
“We have come a long way, and there is still a ways to go. 
And together, we can achieve our goal of a new preschool 
home ‘in the hood.’ The potential of this People’s Victory 
in particular—immigrant families fighting back for our 
children—is really far reaching, sustenance for the heart 
and soul.” 

In the coming months, the Committee will continue 
to follow up on the study, as well as work on additional 
fundraising efforts. However, the Committee is excited 
about the level of funding received and is set to celebrate 
at the July 29 Preschool Summer Tardeada at the Ber¬ 
nal Playground. The committee continues to collect sup¬ 
port cards for the Preschool & Learning Center. If you 


would like to help make the new preschool/learning cen¬ 
ter a reality, please let the Committee know by calling or 
e-mailing Parent Voices or our Preschool Project Man¬ 
ager at the number below. 

Project Vetting Takes Place 

On June 1 2007, the Preschool Committee met with 
multiple groups, including the Departments of Children 
& Youth, Community Development, Human Services, 
Library, and Recreation & Park, as well as City College, 
Head Start SF, Low Income Investment Fund, State Li¬ 
censing and the Child Care Planning & Advisory Coun¬ 
cil. Supervisor Ammiano joined the 
meeting to state his strong support for 
the preschool to return to our Commu¬ 
nity Hub, and pledged to secure the 
necessary funding for a new preschool/ 
learning center as part of this year’s 
budget process. The committee will 
address legitimate concerns raised 
during the overwhelmingly positive 
meeting by additional research and 
additional meetings with appropriate 
parties throughout September. 

Preschool Summer Tardeada 

The Preschool is now planning our Preschool Sum¬ 
mer Tardeada at the Bernal Playground from noon to 
4:00 p.m. on Sunday, August 26, 2007. Plans include live 
Latino music, food, and children’s activities, as well as 
the opportunity to see a Preschool/Learning Center fea¬ 
sibility study display. Community information tables 
will also be available. We need financial sponsorship for 
the event. Come have some fun in the sun with Bernal’s 
Latino community. ■ 


To get involved call Parent Voices at (415) 343-3383 or e- 
mail parentvoices@childrenscouncil.org or Project Man¬ 
ager Armando Vasquez at (415) 425-1771. 


THE REAL DEAL: 

NOTES ON NEW BUSINESSES 

By Darcy Lee 

Hi—this is Darcy, President of the Cortland 
Merchant’s Association. I am happy to announce 
two new businesses opening on Cortland. This is 
not rumor, but the real deal! 

AVEDANO’S HOLLY PARK MARKET, 235 CORTLAND AVE. 

I will be there opening day, sampling a full service deli, local 
produce, fresh meat and fish, hard to find herbs and spices, and 
incredible local cheeses. The staff will be helpful and foodie 
knowledgable. Check out the building and what they have done with 
it. Very exciting. 



and... 


TINDERBOX, 803 CORTLAND AVE. 

I spoke with Ryan Russell, one of the owners, and this is what we 
have in store for us: “An American bistro with a foundation on 
sustainable food and wine, global and soulfood influences will be 
meshed with a California cuisine freshness-the goal atTinderbox is 
to deliver outstanding flavors with playful presentation, savvy 
service, and a solid soundtrack.” 



The potential of this 
People’s Victory- 
immigrant families 
fighting back for our 
children—is far reaching 






281 Glenview Drive 


3317 Cesar Chavez Street 


Coming Soon! 


— Your 

' Bernal 

CONNECnON 


am 


reff 

[algado 

Eeam 

direct 

415-664-9175x308 

fax 

415-664-2647 

JEFFSALGAD0.COM 

www.JeffSalgado.com 

Prudential 

California Realty 


Spectacular two-story detached, 3-bedroom, 2-bath home 
in a great location close to transportation, parks, and the 
upscale dining and shopping in West Portal and Noe Valley! It 
features a remodeled gourmet kitchen with garden views. 

Offered at $839,000 


Immaculately maintained single 
family home on the border of 
Bernal Heights and the vibrant 
Mission District. Recently 
remodeled, this wonderful 
building features upgraded 
systems and easy access 
to all public transportation, I 
Highway 101, restaurants, and 
shopping. 

Offered at $939,000 \ 


Great Bernal Heights home - a short walk to Cortland cafes, 
shops, and restaurants! Call for more info. 


★ 

★ 


* * * * * 

DOOR Cinema 

showcasing the work of local filmmakers 

www.bhoutdoorcine.org 


is looking for a few good 


FILMS 

SPONSORS 

VOLUNTEERS 


to help make the 2007 series 
the best one, yet! 


For more information and to 
subscribe to our e-newsletter go to 

www.bhoutdoorcine.org 


★ 

★ 
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LEGENDS OF THE HILL 



BERNAL HEIGHTS HISTORY 

By Terry Milne 

The long-awaited Bernal Heights history book is here! San 
Francisco’s Bernal Heights, one of the proliferating Images of 
America series of neighborhood histories from Arcadia Publishing, 
is in the hands of booksellers. The Bernal Heights Preservation 
Group is sponsoring two upcoming book signing events at the Ber¬ 
nal Branch Library. A short slide show will have some of the photos 
that did not make it into the book because of space. The Bernal His¬ 
tory Project team of authors will be there to sign books and explain 
many historic factoids. The book is 128 pages for $19.99 and, as you 
might imagine, lavishly illustrated. 

Wednesday, August 1: 7:00 p.m. 

Saturday, September 8: 2:00 p.m. 

Bernal Heights Branch Library, 

500 Cortland Avenue 

Lloyd (on horse) and George Mayers are seen with their horse, Safflo, on the east side of 
Bernal Heights in 1928. Their parents, Edmond and Grace, moved in 1924 to Bradford 
Street. In the background are houses that still stand on Prentiss and Rosenkranz streets. 

A couple of houses on the right were demolished when the city took over the land that 
eventually became Bernal Heights Park. Traces of the foundations can still be found in the park. 


THE RELIABLE QUINTET: 

Five Unique items from Reiiabie Grocery 


Reliable Grocery is one of our favorite stores on Cortland and, sadly, of¬ 
ten mistakenly dismissed as just another smokes & liquor shop. Even those 
a little more hip to the strip think you can get anything Reliable has across 
the street at the (admittedly wonderful) Good Life Grocery. But, in fact. Re¬ 
liable has a variety of unique items just perfect for the freewheeling shop¬ 
per, such as: 


1. Bernal T-Shirts: it’s Friday night. 
Heartfelt has closed, but you need to 
represent at an Emergency Hipster 
Bowl-Off. Pop quiz, hotshot: what are 
you going to do? Answer: get one of 
these attractive T’s and pick up that 
spare in style! 

2. Starbucks Mud Pie: Coffee ice 
cream on a chocolate cookie in a rich 
milk chocolatey coating: it’s Cortland 
Merchant’s Association President 
Darcy Lee’s secret vice I 

3. High-end trashy fashion 
magazine: W? Beautiful/Decay? 
Sure, you can get your People 
Magazine/National Enquirer fix too, 
but why bother when Gisele Biindchen 
has a ten page pictorial modelling 
million dollar hair scrunchies. Perfect 
for reading in the tub, and/or killing 
insects up to eighteen inches in size. 

4. Irish Style Pork Bangers: we'ii 
be honest, we’re vegetarian. But even 
we know pork bangers are an essential 
part of the perfect hangover cure that is 
the Irish breakfast. We never would’ve 
survived that morning after in Prague 
without’em... 

5. International Candy Bars: We 
would loveYorkie Bars just for their 
charmingly anachronistic tagline, “It’s 
not for girls!” (As we recall, asimilar 
attempt in the U.S. for Hershey, “Will 
not give you cooties!” only resulted in a 
class action lawsuit and mass recall 
after some bars were discovered to 
have had cooties inadvertently 
inserted.) ButtheYorkie, like most 
chocolate from overseas, is richer, 
smoother and contains 98% less 
cigarette ash than most mass- 
produced chocolate bars here. 

For bonus points, get a delightful 
KinderSurprise egg-a hollow 
chocolate egg (made of milk chocolate 
and white chocolate) that contains a 
toy surprise. It’s the sweetness of 
Easter combined with the delight of 
Christmas, with the mild fright of a 
potential choking hazard that has kept 
the KinderSurprise egg relegated to 
those countries with superior public 
education! 



Reliable Grocery is located at 439 Cortland Avenue 


FUNDING FOR THE FUTURE 

By Supervisor Gerardo Sandoval 

The youth of our neighborhoods constitute a major 
link between the Excelsior and Mission Districts. Many 
children attend elementary school in District 9, but 
middle and high school in District 11. In many cases, 
this encourages parents and community members to be¬ 
come involved in issues facing both neighborhoods, im¬ 
proving the standards of living in both districts. 

Unfortunately, it is also true that many of the youth who are members of the Mis¬ 
sion’s gangs live in the Excelsior/Outer Mission (and vice versa) and that these same 
gang members terrorize residents of both neighborhoods. Situated in the middle, Ber¬ 
nal Heights often feels the impact. 

That is why it is imperative that, if we are to solve the youth violence crisis plaguing 
the Mission and Bernal, we must look at many of the unmet needs in the Excelsior and 
Outer Mission. We recently released our three-year funding plan for the Department of 
Children, Youth and their Families. This plan includes funding for a variety of services 
including after school care, violence and gang prevention, and youth employment de¬ 
velopment. 

For the Excelsior and District 11, this funding picture looks bright. We have funded 
a number of programs that serve the Excelsior and surrounding communities. In all, 
the City will be distributing approximately $4 million a year to youth service providers 
in District 11, with much of that directed towards vulnerable communities like the Ex¬ 
celsior. 

In spite of these funding commitments, there is still a large unmet need. A handful 
of important programs, like the Greater Mission Consortium, are facing significant 
budget cuts. We must work together to find alternative funding sources for these orga¬ 
nizations and, failing that, to ensure that we continue to provide vital services with the 
available resources. 

While increased enforcement will help deal with the recent upswing in gang related 
and criminal activity among our youth, we will only accomplish real change by invest¬ 
ing in prevention programs that emphasize positive outcomes for our youth and that 
provide real alternatives to the street. Toward this end, I look forward to continuing to 
work together for all San Francisco. ■ 


We must work 
together to find 
alternative funding 
sources. 




♦ Wurkuut aojIdouiR! 

♦ Proven stratej^ee for eucceaa! 

♦ Individual phone conaiiltatien!' 

♦ IndividualÍTücd anention! 

4 Group support! 

6:15AM - 7:15AM M W F 

9:aoAM-10:00AM M W F 


Fw-fjofT 


BernuHJeights - Fourth Great YeaH 



www.WorKOutOnTt^ol-l 1 




Call: S96.6535 for Coach Charlotte 
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COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS 

A Letter from Tom Ammiano 


CONTACT NUMBERS TO REPORT TREE DAMAGE 

By John Perry 

During its ongoing project to upgrade gas lines in Bernal, PG&E recently 
damaged the largest street tree at our house. The subcontractor hit the tree 
and took off a third of its canopy, leaving large vertical wounds. 

It’s important for neighbors to report this kind of tree damage in order to 
urge PG&E and its subcontractors to exercise greater caution with their over¬ 
sized vehicles. In addition, some mitigating care may be available for injured 
trees. So, if you experience this kind of problem during the PG&E project, here 
are four folks you can call to make reports and request assistance: 

• City Trees, Inc., the firm acting as a consultant to PG&E during this project. 
-Pam at 415-626-8535; 

• PG&E Safety, Health, and Claims Dept. - Vincent at 415-695-3668; 

• SF Bureau, of Urban Forestry - Carla, the City Arborist, at 415-641-2674; 

• Friends of the Urban Forest - Ellyn at 415-561-6890, xl02. 


OUTDOOR CINEMA ADDS SPECIAL SCREENING 


At the Board of Supervisors meeting of 
June 26, I introduced an amendment to 
the Planning Code that would allow for 
the installation and use of wind turbines 
in Bernal Heights. Previously, the only 
exceptions allowed to the Bernal Heights 
Special Use District were television and 
radio antenna. By allowing the use of 
wind turbines, San Francisco will soon 
launch a pilot program to capture the 
unique wind power source in Bernal 
Heights. Now that Community Choice 
Aggregation is a reality, this is the perfect 
opportunity for San Francisco to take the 
lead on harvesting green energy by and 
for San Franciscans. 

The wind project has been conceived in 
collaboration with the Planning Depart¬ 
ment and the Office of the Environment, 
as well as Bernal Heights native and resi¬ 
dent expert, engineer, and environmen¬ 
talist, Todd Pelman. Todd believes that 
Bernal is an optimal location for harness¬ 
ing the power of wind, and has designed 
this unique turbine with special attention 
to protecting birds and wildlife, in addi¬ 
tion to respecting the aesthetics of the 
Bernal community. The possibilities are 
limitless, and we’re just getting started. 

It is very exciting to see Healthy San 
Francisco (HSF) finally coming to frui¬ 
tion. On July 1, the first phase of the 
HSF rollout will be the culmination of in¬ 
numerable hours of work by my office, the 
Mayor’s office, the Labor community, and 
the thousands of ordinary San Francis¬ 
cans that showed their support through 
their testimony and correspondence for 
HSF, as well as the mandated employer 
contributions which are an essential ele¬ 
ment of the funding package. By working 
collaboratively, the City has come up with 
a model for the country of which we can 
all be proud. 

Much to my dismay—and to the dis¬ 
may of a number of my constituents—the 
closure of Powhattan Street between Ne¬ 


vada and Nebraska has been extended 
until October of this year to complete the 
sewer/water replacement project. This is 
a major delay that comes on the heels of a 
number of complaints I have received re¬ 
garding inconveniences and damages 
caused by the subcontractor. We are do¬ 
ing our utmost to expedite the work, but 
until the project reaches completion I en¬ 
courage all those with questions and/or 
complaints about this project to contact 
Robert Lopez at the PUC (554-3286) or 
my own office (554-5144). 

I would like to thank Captain Gold¬ 
berg, as well as Officer Navarro of Mis¬ 
sion Station, for their efforts to enforce 
the speed limit on Cesar Chavez St., 
which many motorists unfortunately 
treat like an extension of the freeway. 
The dangers of traffic on Cesar Chavez 
are amplified by the high number of 
schools in the area, and I applaud the Po¬ 
lice Department for focusing on this corri¬ 
dor and citing those drivers who endan¬ 
ger our community. 

Even though the mainstream media 
creates the public perception little else 
happens at City Hall other than mean- 
spirited personal battles, I must state that 
my colleagues and I on the Budget and Fi¬ 
nance Committee have been working long 
hours for several weeks with the goal of 
restoring the enormous cuts to crucial so¬ 
cial services in the Mayor’s budget. The 
proposed cuts to the Department of Pub¬ 
lic Health and to the Department of Chil¬ 
dren, Youth, and their Families particu¬ 
larly will have a disproportionately ad¬ 
verse impact on District 9 as our community 
depends more heavily on these services. 

Though it is still an open question as 
to how much money will be left over for 
the Board to allocate, I pledge to do all I 
can to make sure the public health and 
park and recreation infrastructure in 
Bernal, and the rest of my district, does 
not suffer unduly this budget cycle. ■ 


By Leslie Lombre 

Bernal Heights Outdoor Cinema, lis¬ 
tening to the needs of “Maternal Heights” 
parents and youngsters, has created a 
special afternoon screening for young au¬ 
diences and those who haven’t been able 
to brave the usual late evenings (and cool 
temperatures) of the annual summer 
screenings. On Saturday, September 29, 
a new afternoon exhibition, playfully ti¬ 
tled YOIuth FILMWORKS! is scheduled 
to offer a line-up of family-friendly short 
films and videos. 

Keeping true to the original mission of 
the Bernal Heights Outdoor Cinema, the 
programming will continue to showcase 
local filmmakers and multimedia artists. 
These young filmmakers as well as pro¬ 
ducers of projects and serious subjects 
aimed at youth and young adults will be 
invited to meet the audience and sit on a 
special Q&A panel following the screen¬ 
ing. The venue for the afternoon screen¬ 
ing is currently being negotiated. The site 
will be released and announced on the 
web sit e: http ://ww w .bhout doorcine. or g 

The regular season will continue with 
three (3) traditional free evening screen¬ 
ings in outdoor local settings. As in the 



Bernal filmmakers, young producers and one star gather 
for Bernal Heights Outdoor Cinema screening in Bernal 
Playground. 


past, all seating is on a first come, first 
serve basis. Audience members are asked 
to bring blankets and low-back lawn chairs 
for seating. Picnic dinners are welcome. 
Refreshments are available for purchase. 
Participants are encouraged to dress 
warmly, come on foot or take public trans¬ 
portation (BART to 24th Street, MUNI 
buses #12, #14, #24, #49 and #67). ■ 


FUNDING FOR THE FUTURE 

By Mark Leno 

Hunger is the most extreme form of 
poverty. The hopelessness it brings is 
truly unimaginable. And yet, for twenty- 
six million Americans, and nearly two 
million Californians, the unimaginable 
would come crashing down on them were 
it not for our federal food stamp program. 

One has to wonder though, with a na¬ 
tional average food stamp benefit at 
$94.05 a month, how is it possible to eat 


nourishing food and avoid hunger? In 
June, I accepted the “Food Stamp Chal¬ 
lenge.” I lived on the national average 
food stamp benefit—three dollars a day 
for a week, or one dollar per meal. From 
my experience? It’s not possible. 

I shopped carefully for food that I could 
prepare quickly and easily, using only 
$21. I opted for soups, cereal and milk. I 
couldn’t afford to be label conscious; I 
needed foods that would fill me up. This 
became clear midway through the week 
when I needed more carbohydrates and 


protein, so I traded some soup for nutri¬ 
tion deprived white bread and peanut 
butter. It’s no wonder that, according to 
one UCLA study, 64 percent of California 
adults who report going hungry are also 
overweight or obese. 

Throughout the week, hunger gripped 
me. As I looked forward to completing the 
challenge, I knew that a week’s end 
meant nothing to the child forced to live 
constantly in such a state, or to the parent 
who must work long hours on an empty 
stomach. For these families, the food 
stamp program must be a godsend but, as 
I learned, we can be doing much better. 

In the midst of this challenge, on Hun¬ 
ger Awareness Day, my Assembly col¬ 
leagues voted to pass AB 1382, which 
would cut unneeded bureaucratic red 
tape for millions of hungry Californians, 
while recovering billions of federal dol¬ 
lars. The fix is simple— to join 48 other 
states who fight duplicate-aid fraud with¬ 
out finger printing every adult household 
member to qualify for food stamps. 

While some states such as Missouri 
and Tennessee enroll more than 83% of 
eligible residents in their food stamp pro¬ 
gram, California ranks last in the nation 
with only 46%. We lose more than $2 bil¬ 
lion in federal funds per year that could 
be going to eligible California families and 
fueling our local economies. Why does 
California rank last even though the fed¬ 
eral requirements to qualify are the same 
everywhere? The answer is our own poor¬ 


ly conceived policy requiring unnecessary 
layers of bureaucracy which discourage 
and prevent our citizens from participat¬ 
ing in this valuable program.Only two 
other states still using the outdated prac¬ 
tice - Texas and California. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
reports that it takes an average of five 
hours and three trips to a state office to 
apply for food stamps. For many working 
poor, it’s impossible for every adult house¬ 
hold member to take time during work to 
complete this task. Removing this outdat¬ 
ed requirement would encourage counties 
to conduct better outreach efforts such as 
enrollment at schools or health clinics, or 
allowing families to apply online or 
through the mail. 

Hunger has a lasting legacy. Children 
who go to school undernourished are more 
likely to fail, putting them at greater risk 
of dropping out. Students who drop out 
before high school graduation are seven 
times more likely to be incarcerated. At 
the same time, it’s estimated that more 
than half of all Americans will receive 
food stamps at some point between the 
ages of 20 and 65. With so many people on 
the brink of hunger, how can we, as a so¬ 
ciety, not afford to help our fellow Ameri¬ 
cans get on their feet with this most basic 
necessity? 


Mark Leno is state assemblyman for Dis¬ 
trict 13, which includes the eastern half of 
San Francisco. 
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Meet Kate McGee, Rene Bihan, Christophe & Marcel, 

City Planner, Landscape Architect and Urban Kids 

As specialists in urban design and development, Kate and 
Rene love city life. So when they decided to start a family, 
they never considered "moving to the suburbs." In fact, they 
wanted to be as close to the hub of the City as possible. 

They called on their Zephyr agent and friend who helped sell 
their TIC on Ashbury and find a great condo in the heart of 
North Beach complete with garden and view roof deck. 
Within walking distance to work, 10 parks, preschool and 
pool, their new home is the perfect kid-zone and a blueprint 
for raising families in San Francisco. 



ZEPHYR 

REAL ESTATE 


www.zephyrsf.com 


Zephyr Real Estate. We're all about San Francisco. 


CLASSIFIED ADS 


Ads cost 300 a word. 

To place a listing in this section, please contact Kathy O’Grady 
at 206-2140 ext. 148 or kogrady@bhnc.org 


Picture Framer - Bernal Heights. 50%-70% 
less than anyone in the City. Phone for price. 
Douglas Elliott: 550-9248. Museum Standard 

HANDYMAN - 756-9896 Basic electrical, 
building Maintenance, Carpentry, Custom 
cabinetry and woodwork. Decks, Doors, Dry 
rot damage. Fences, Garbage disposals. 
Locks, Molding, Painting, Plumbing, 
Sheetrock, Siding, Stairs, Tile, Toilets 

Gardening, Housekeeping, House-sitting. 

Sliding scale rates, excellent references. Very 
affordable. 415-724-3252. ironvegan@ya- 
hoo.com 

Tired of squeezing your out-of-town parents 
or friends into your aiready jammed home? 

Visiting the City on a temporary business as¬ 
signment? Charming, fully furnished studio, 
cable TV, VCR, stereo, kitchen, full bath, laun¬ 
dry, garden, phone, available on a short time 
basis. Next to open space, easy parking, good 
transportation. Bernal Heights. 415-285- 
7064. website Janiesnest.com 

Handyman/Carpenter. Hang a door, build or 
repair a fence or deck, shelves, sheet-rock. I 
do good work at a reasonable price. Robert 
- 566-3389 

Gourmet Vegetarian Cuisine delivered to 
your doorstep. For monthly menu call Jane 
Peal - Cuisiniere at 826-2133, or see web 
page at www.peaicuisine.com 

Own Your Aging. Short-term small groups, 
private consultations. Marjory Nelson, Ph.D., 
M.A., feminist therapist, activist, teacher, old 
woman. 415-647-2845 

Eiectricai - service, repair, installations. No 
job too small. Call Parshall and Son Electric at 

415-826-9620. Lie. # 893803 


AWAY WITH CLUTTER! Find things when you 
need them. ORGANIZE with Ellen. 415-468- 
6432 

Venus Gallery - 627 Cortland Avenue. Fine 
arts, paintings, jewelry, art classes and work¬ 
shops for adults and children. Sign up online 
at www.venusgallerysf.com, or call 415-692- 
6690 

SUNNY QUIET GUEST APARTMENT in 

BERNAL HEIGHTS: Perfect for your visiting 
family and friends, or your temporary quar¬ 
ters while remodeling. Private entrance, full 
kitchen, cable and wireless access, close to 
Cortland Avenue, transportation and shop¬ 
ping. Contact ellsworthhousessf@comcast. 
net or 415-647-0945 

Affordable duplex available for weekly/ 
weekend/corporate rental. One studio and 
one junior one bedroom available; 5 minute 
walk to Cortland or Mission Street. Recently 
remodeled with hardwood floors, new bed¬ 
ding, fully stocked kitchen with granite coun¬ 
ters; weekly cleaning service. Call 415-601- 
6460. www.sfholidayrentals.com 

Prepare for Finals, SATs and standardized 
tests with a learning specialist and educator 
with ten years of professional experience. 
Specializing in all levels of Math from pre- 
Algebra to Calculus and Verbal/English skills 
of reading, writing and vocabulary building. 
Convenient Noe location. Learn more: www. 
insight-tutoring.com. David Free ling 415-596- 
0248. $60 per full-hour lesson. 

Piano Lessons taught with patience and hu¬ 
mor by former member of Pickle Family Circus 
and SF Mime Troup, Long-time Bernal dweller 
now residing in scenic Excelsior. Randy Craig 
415-334-2451 



San Francisco 
Auto Repair Center 

(415) 285-8588 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
Smog Check & Repair Available 7 Days 
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Noe Valley • 415 . 695.7707 
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COVER STORY 

Jose Morales 

continued from page 1 

close to 67% of the building, which is not 
an ‘alteration.’ We took it to the Planning 
Commission who called it a de facto demo¬ 
lition, and said that it was illegal.” Mo¬ 
rales tugged at his jacket. “The landlord 
said it was an alteration because a demoli¬ 
tion was too expensive. 

“My contractor friend said that this 
apartment was habitable. A habitable, 
modest apartment. That’s affordable hous- 


The landlords in this city 
aren’t happy with a Toyota; 
they want a Cadillac. 


ing —affordable for seniors, the disabled, 
low-income citizens and children. Why 
would you want to get rid of that? There 
are more than 30,000 people waiting to 
rent at the Housing Authority. There is no 
reason for destroying affordable housing: 
It costs much more money to replace af¬ 
fordable housing than to keep it.” Morales 
gives a quick grin. “And the rich can build 
their houses anywhere, can’t they? The 
landlord wanted to have a luxury build¬ 
ing, wanted to destroy more than 67% of 
the building. The landlords in this city 
aren’t happy with a Toyota; they want a 
Cadillac.” 

Morales will pause and agonize over 
the exact word, but on the arc of his strug¬ 
gle to keep his apartment, he is wearily 
fluent. “I have already gone through five 
stages over this. We went to the Planning 
Commission and I won. Then the landlord 


went to the Board of Appeals, and I won. 
Then he had a rehearing through the 
Board of Appeals again and I won that, 
too. He appealed in California Superior 
Court. I prevailed there, so they took the 
case to the California Court of Appeal. 
When I won that, he then tried to evict me 
with the Ellis Act on November 9, 2005. 
Since I did not move out, he notified me 
again on April 18, 2006. But senior citi¬ 
zens and disabled people have a waiting 
period of one year, so I stayed and kept 
fighting.” At this, he turns and he points 
with emphasis. “This is what all of your 
readers should know: You do not have to 
move out when the landlord sues you un¬ 
der the Ellis Act. Wait until the judge de¬ 
cides you have to move out. I have already 
won a partial judgment. Now the land¬ 
lord’s filed an amended complaint and my 
lawyers have answered.” 

Morales’ eyes are strong and angry. “I 
have defended everybody, but now is their 
turn to help me, and come to my court cas¬ 
es. On Friday, June 29,1 was in court. But 
we need to have everyone in Bernal 
Heights come, to give the message to the 
judges—to show that everyone knows that 
this is a great injustice.” 

When asked about hobbies or other ac¬ 
tivities, Morales shakes his head sadly. “I 
cannot take any time from defending my¬ 
self; I do not want to end up homeless.” 
But when pressed, he grows wistful. “I 
started playing tennis when I was twenty- 
three, and wish I hadn’t started so late. I 
taught tennis for more than 30 years. 
Teaching tennis was my passion. I did not 
care about making money, only enough 
that I could live and survive. I lived to 
teach tennis. I think,” and at this, Jose 
Morales stares out the window at the bat¬ 
tered American in his back yard, “that I 
am some kind of frustrated champion.” ■ 


COVER STORY 

Darcy Lee 

continued from page 1 

less without Mark. Please mention him, 
and mention how terrific he is.” 

This heady mix of warmth, candor, 
gentle spirituality and generosity is pure 
Darcy Lee, and it’s reflected in Heartfelt, 
the store she’s owned since 1997. “My mot¬ 
to for the store is ‘Big Style for Little Mon¬ 
ey.’ I have a real love/hate relationship 
with high-end stores—I love the creativity 
and the charm, but I don’t think people 
should have to pay so much for it.” In 
Heartfelt, stylish picture frames, pecking 
chicken pencil sharpeners, Pacifica can¬ 
dles, bacon-shaped bandaids and other cu¬ 
rios, geegaws, trinkets and decorations 
jostle for the customer’s attention, all of it 
reflecting the taste of a woman who, from 
the age of 21, made “jewelry for the home” 
and sold it to department stores. “I’ve nev¬ 
er really worked for anyone,” Lee admits. 
“Only me.” Such a career arc has probably 
only heightened both the emotional and 
pragmatic sides of her character, making 
it possible for Lee to say things like “That’s 
sort of the spirit of the store: you have to 
be kind,” and “All I can do with the store is 
pay attention to the bottom line” minutes 
apart without sounding self-contradictory. 

Similarly, her goals for the Merchant’s 
Association run a wide gamut yet remain 
interconnected, tethered to a strong world¬ 
view. “First,” Lee notes, ‘I’d like to continue 
to work closely with the Neighborhood Cen¬ 
ter. I’ve come to realize what a real benefit 
they are to the merchant community. 

“Second, I want to continue working on 
crime prevention. This is such an impor¬ 
tant issue for the merchants, and it’s won¬ 
derful we’ve had the ear of the Mayor’s Of¬ 
fice and that the City is so engaged with 


us. But it’s a continuing problem. I chased 
a shoplifter up the hill! One of the guys 
from Reliable Grocery heard me yelling 
and helped me chase this guy and caught 
him. And I caught two 11 years olds with 
over two hundred dollars worth of stuff in 
their backpacks. I’m really discouraged by 
shoplifting—you could definitely say it’s 
my pet peeve—^but all forms of crime pre¬ 
vention are important to the merchants 
here if they’re going to thrive. 

“Third, I think it’d be great if we could 
make a big investment in the trees on 
Cortland. It’d be such a great project for 
the Merchant’s Association. I was looking 
out the window the other day while my 
daughter got ready for school and I saw 
this huge—I mean, it’s not their fault, I 
don’t think they can even see the branch¬ 
es—^but I’ve seen really huge trucks just 
tear entire branches off the trees here. 
Maybe we need a different trimming pat¬ 
tern? The trees here are so valuable, and 
give us so much. 

“Fourth, I want to throw a big party in 
David’s honor on the day the library closes 
[for renovation], and I want it to be full of 
love and celebration. David Ayoob did so 
much for this community, and I want us to 
throw just the biggest party we can so that 
he knows we’ll always remember him and 
love him.” 

Darcy Lee rocks back again, refolds her 
legs again, and smiles out at her backyard. 
“I don’t know. Humanity, the act of being 
humane, is just very, very important to me. 
It’s like I say about Heartfelt: we don’t sell 
love, but I’d like to think we offer it.” ■ 


Heartfelt is located at 436 Cortland Avenue. 
If you’re interested in becoming a member of 
the Cortland Merchants’ Association, please 
contact Darcy Lee at (415) 648-1380. 



At Home in Bernal Heights 
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TO OUR NEIGHBORS 

The Brown Bear Realty team has been serving 
BERNAL Heights since 1977. Below are some of our very 

EXPERIENCED, TALENTED, AND HARDWORKING ASSOCIATES: 



Pier Charter 

285-6730 


C. Michael 

SUNDIUS 

608-0121 


Melissa 
Young Jones 
285-5700 



Beth Newman 

648-7933 



Jennifer Tucci 

846-8822 



Charles 

Godwin-Hall 

215-2521 



Terri Kelly Miklen Rykunyk 

729-1116 603-9123 


One of the first rules of real estate is to 

USE YOUR LOCAL REALTOR. 

Brown Bear Realty is tried and true! 

WE THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT. 


Sincerely, 

Donna Roberts, Broker 



303 Cortland Avenue, San Francisco 

415.285.5700 










































